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Recognition of 
Crimean Tatar 
deportation as 

enocide urged 


Tatar leader to visit Ottawa 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Ukrainian Parliament (Verk- 
hovna Rada) on May 11 passed a 
resolution calling upon the inter- 
national community to recognize 
the 1944 deportation of the Cri- 
mean Tatars by Soviet dictator Jo- 
seph Stalin as genocide and join ас- 
tivities commemorating its victims 
on the deportation’s anniversary on 
May 18. 

At the same time, the parliament 
urged the international organiza- 
tions to condemn the Russian-im- 
posed ban on the activities of the 
Crimean Tatar Mejlis and the vio- 
lations of the rights of the Crimean 
Tatar people, which the parliament 
dubbed as “ethnocide”, reported 
World Bulletin. 

“The systematic pressure against 
the Crimean Tatar people, the re- 
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Mustafa Dzhemilev 


pression of Ukrainian citizens on 
a national identity basis, the organ- 
ization of ethnically апа politic- 
ally motivated prosecutions of the 
Crimean Tatars and their organs, 
such as the Mejlis and Qurultay of 
the Crimean Tatar people, on the 
temporarily occupied territory of 
Ukraine by the public authorities 
of the Russian Federation, is a con- 
scious policy of ethnocide against 
the Crimean Tatar people,” the 
statement, passed by 240 legisla- 
tors said. 

This move came just five days 
before Crimean Tatar leader Mus- 
tafa Dzhemilev is scheduled to 
arrive in Ottawa for visits with 
Canadian MPs and government of- 
ficials. 

He is the former Chairman of the 
Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People 
and a member of the Ukrainian 
Parliament since 1998. The Mejlis 
is the highest representative body 
of the Crimean Tatars and operates 
in between sessions of the Qurul- 
tay which is a national congress of 
delegates. The Mejlis is currently 
operating out of Kyiv. 

Dzhemilev is also a former 
Soviet dissident who was arrested 
Six times for anti-Soviet activities 
between 1966 and 1986, and served 
time in Soviet prisons and labor 
camps, or lived under surveillance. 
He is also remembered for 

on the longest hunger strike in 
history of human nights move- 
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Left to Right: Rev. Danylo Kuc, Pastor, Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic parish, Edmonton; 
Rey. Ephrem Marwa, Pastor, Saint Basil Melkite Catholic Parish, Calgary; Rey. Elias Ferzli, Pastor, Saint 
Philip Antiochian Orthodox Parish, Edmonton, Most Rev. Ibrahim М. Ibrahim, Melkite Greek Catholic Bishop 
of Canada; Most Rey. David Motiuk, Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton; Rev. Issa Mammar, newly- 
appointed Pastor, Saint Nicholas Melkite Catholic Parish, Edmonton 


Ukrainian Catholics 
welcome Syrian refugees 


Two Alberta parishes open their doors to Melkite Greek Catholics 


By Jayne L. Buryn , Communica- 
tions Coordinator, Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Eparchy of Edmonton 

Two Alberta Ukrainian Catholic 
parishes opened their doors and 
their hearts to Syrians and other 
Middle Eastern newcomers build- 
ing a spiritual home in their new 
country, Canada. Dormition of the 
Holy Mother of God Ukrainian 
Catholic parish in Edmonton and 
St. Stephen’s Ukrainian Catholic 
church in Calgary are sharing their 
facilities with the faithful of the 
Melkite Greek Catholic parishes 
of St. Nicholas and St. Basil, re- 
spectively, until the latter commun- 
ities are able to acquire permanent 
homes of their own. 

The Melkite Greek Catholic 
Church is a church of Byzantine 
tradition in full communion with 
the Roman Catholic Church. The 


majority of its faithful are in Syria, 
Lebanon, Israel and occupied ter- 
ritories, and Jordan. Each Sunday, 
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Саїсагу'я St. Basil parish ї omes 
about 100 participants, St. 
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to the Melkite community the hos- 
pitality their ancestors enjoyed on 
their arrival to Canada. 


To celebrate this co-existence of 


the two faith communities, thank the 
Ukrainian Catholics for their hos- 
pitality and rejoice at the appoint- 
ment of a full-time pastor to serve 
the parish, St. Nicholas parishioners 
hosted a visit from His Excellency 
Msgr. Ibrahim M. Ibrahim, Melkite 
Greek Catholic Bishop of Canada. 
A Divine Liturgy, attended by about 
125 people, was concelebrated by 
the two bishops on Friday, April 29, 
2016. Responses were led by the 
visiting St. Basil choir from Cal- 
gary. The service was followed by a 
shared meal. 

To express their gratitude to 
the Ukrainian Catholic commun- 
ity in Alberta, Bishop Ibrahim M. 
Ibrahim, Melkite Greek Catholic 
Bishop of Canada, gifted Bishop 
David with two treasured memen- 
tos on the occasion of his visit to 
Edmonton on April 29: 

1. a traditional hand cross, that 
is used to bless the congreg 
at various points in the Divine Lit- 
urgy. This particular cross comes 
from Damascus, “one of the places 
Christianity took root, and 
1 are now fight- 
С Bishop 


gation 


recently as the 1920s. Today, they 
make up about 10% of Syria’s 22 
million people.” Since the BBC 
article was published, the devasta- 
tion of the Christian communities 
has been even more severe. 

2. an antimension - which 15 de- 
fined by the Merriam-Webster dic- 
tionary as “a consecrated piece of 
silk or linen cloth containing relics 
consecrated by a bishop and kept 
on the altar. Because of the persecu- 
tion faced by Christians in the first 
centuries after Christ’s Resurrection, 
they were forced to hold their servi- 
ces in the catacombs on the burial 
sites of martyrs. The antimension re- 
members this period in Christian his- 
tory. It contains relics, such as bits 
of bone or hair, of saints. The priest 
opens the antimension at the singing 
of the Срегибіс Hymn. 


The antimension presented to 
Bishop David holds additional 
meaning for him, It was signed 


by Melkite Patriarch Maximos ГУ 
Sayegh, a strong second Vatican 
Council spokesperson for all Eastern 
Christian churches who championed 
the restoration of the rights and re- 
sponsibilities of Eastern Christians. 
Zecause of his strong support, an 
mension with his signature is 
very special. Bishop Ibrahim pre- 
sented one such gift to the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Patriarch Sviatoslay 
Shevchuk and, luckily, found an- 
other which he was able to present to 
Bishop David at the Divine Liturgy 
on April 29. 
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ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: | 
* counselling and advice 
* information, referral 
- translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
- parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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Українці в цілому провели 9 Травня 
мирно, не враховуючи поодиноких 
сутичок через радянську символіку 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 


Вшануванням загиблих, по- 
кладанням квітів та іншими 
масовими заходами Україна 


відзначає 9 Травня - День пере- 
моги над нацизмом у Другій 
світовій війні. Цього року День 
перемоги проходив переважно 
без народних гулянь та розва- 
жальних заходів, не враховуючи 
окупованої частини Донбасу, де 
провели військові паради всу- 
переч вимогам ОБСЄ. Утім, у 
Києві, в Одесі та в інших містах 
не обійшлося без сутичок між 
проросійськими та патріотично 
налаштованими активістами — 
через комуністичну символіку та 
«георгіївські стрічки». 
Президент України | Петро 
Порошенко 9 травня разом з 
іншими високопосадовцями, ве- 
теранами Другої світової війни 
та бійцями, які брали участь у 
воєнній операції на Донбасі, по- 
клав квіти до Могили невідомого 
солдата на Алеї слави в Києві. 


До церемонії вшанування 
пам'яті полеглих воїнів Другої 
світової війни долучилися 


урядовці, зокрема прем'єр-міністр 
Володимир Гройсман, а також 
спікер Верховної Ради Андрій 
Парубій та міський голова Києва 
Віталій Кличко. Посадовці, вете- 
рани 1 українські бійці поклали до 
Могили невідомому солдату квіти 
та вінок у кольорах українського 
прапора. 

Того ж ранку на Володимирській 
гірці у Києві відбувся урочистий 
молебень, в якому взяли участь 
понад 140 священиків-капеланів 
та кількасот українських вояків. 

Порошенко під час молитви 
капеланів виступив із промовою. 
«Хай Господь врятує нас від наше- 
стя чужинців, допоможе звільнити 
нашу Батьківщину від агресо- 
ра, від непроханих гостей. Слава 
Ісусу Христу! Слава Україні!», - 
завершив президент України. 

В Україні 9 травня офіційно 
відзначають День перемоги над 
нацизмом у Другій світовій війні 
1939-1945 років. Цю пам'ятну 
дату Верховна Рада встановила 
у 2015 році, реалізуючи політику 
декомунізації. Раніше ця дата 
офіційно іменувалася Днем пе- 
ремоги у Великій вітчизняній 
війні 1941-1945 років. Термін 
«Велика Вітчизняна війна» вико- 
ристовували переважно в колиш- 
ньому СРСР, оскільки до 22 лип- 
ня 194] року Радянський Союз 
не воював проти нацистів. 

В рамках декомунізації в 
Україні заборонили публічне 
використання радянської 
символіки, крім музейних 
експозицій, військових нагород 
та інших окремих випадків. Од- 
нак проросійські активісти, зо- 
крема прихильники забороненої 
в Україні Компартії, намагали- 
ся вшановувати вояків Другої 
світової з використанням ра- 
дянських символів і так званої 
«теоргіївської стрічки», яку з 
2005 року популяризує вла- 


да Росії та яку впродовж двох 
останніх років активно викори- 


стовують 


проросійські сили в 


Сутички біля Могили невідомому солдату 


ноких проросійських активістів, 
які одягали їх на себе на Алеї 
слави в Києві. Свою позицію він 
пояснив Радіо Свобода. 

«Я зняв цю стрічку з прово- 
катора. Він ішов з нею та ще й 
у майці «СССР». Я був би не 
проти «георгіївської стрічки», 
але після того, що «рашисти» 
роблять в Україні (вішаючи цю 
стрічку на себе - ред.), стрічка 
в нас 9 травня має бути жовто- 
синьою», - зауважив ветеран 
української воєнної операції на 
Донбасі. 

Лідерам проросійських 
організацій | та представникам 
партії «Опозиційний блок» не 
вдалося покласти квіти до Могили 
невідомого солдата без сутичок. 
Так, перепалкою і штовханиною 
з проукраїнськими активістами 
супроводжувалася поява на Алеї 
слави у Києві лідера ПСПУ 
Наталії Вітренко, представників 
«Опозиційного блоку» Юрія Бой- 
ка та Нестора Шуфрича. 

Представники ж організації 


«Український вибір» Віктора 
Медведчука проходили до 
меморіалу, прикриваючись 


працівниками охоронної фірми 
«Сварог», яку пов'язують із са- 
мим Медведчуком. При цьому 
приватні охоронці поводилися як 
учасники мітингу: підтримували 
представників «Українського ви- 
бору» вигуками та клали квіти 
до Могили невідомого солдата 
разом з ними. 

Звичайні ж кияни вшановува- 
ли загиблих у війні здебільшого 
мирно. Волонтери-лікарі на Алеї 
слави запевнили Радіо Свобода, 


що серйозних травм від сутичок 
не було. 
Утім, столична поліція за- 


тримала щонайменше двох осіб 
із провокативною символікою 
та листівками  проросійського 
змісту. Учасники ж української 
воєнної операції на Донбасі, 
які теж були у Парку слави, го- 
ворять, що затримали 1 кількох 
патріотично налаштованих 
активістів, нібито через участь у 
сутичках. 


Так, | у Слов'янську Ha 
Донеччині під час  святко- 
вих заходів на депутата від 


«Опозиційного блоку» Наталію 
Королевську невідомі кинулися 
з кулаками. Її облили зеленкою, 
обкидали яйнями та застосували 
сльозогінний газ. 
Тим часом, 
контрольованих угрупованнями 
«ДНР» i «ЛНР», що визнані в 
Україні терористичними, пройш- 
ли військові паради. Причому ва- 
тажки бойовиків стверджували, 
дотримання Мінських 
ніка в Донецьку та Лу- 
ганську була навмисне приведе- 


на територіях, 


що для 


на «у небоєготовий стан». І про 
це попередили місію ОБСЄ, 

Але в самій  Спеціальній 
моніторинговій | місії | ОБСЄ 
раніше наголосили, що проведен- 
ня парадів у Донецьку і Лугансь- 
ку (а саме - будь-яке пересування 
важкої техніки й озброєння побли- 
зу лінії зіткнення) суперечитиме 
Мінським домовленостям. 

У Запоріжжі святкування 
пройшло без значних правопору- 
шень, повідомляють у місцевій 
поліції. | Кореспондент Радіо 
Свобода дізнався, що місцеві 
активісти просили громадян при- 
бирати комуністичну символіку 
та «георгіївські стрічки», але 
бійок через це не було. 

Водночас У Миколаєві 
активісти намагалися відібрати 
заборонену комуністичну 
символіку В па- 
лаштованих осіб, в підсумку за 
агресивну поведінку затрима- 
ли двох осіб із «георгіївськими 
стрічками». 

В Одесі, де відзначення Дня 
перемоги над нацизмом у Другій 
світовій відбувалося одночасно з 
традиційним щорічним Маршем 
вишиванок, поліція затримала 14 
осіб. Двоє з них - представни- 
ки цивільного корпусу «Азов», 
які намагалися прорвати кордон 
поліції та відібрати радянсь- 
ку символіку в учасників акції 
«Безсмертний полк». 

У своїй | офіційній 
цивільний корпус 
стверджує, що ЙОГО 
не застосовували силу. Поба- 
чивши транспаранти з надпи- 
сами «Донбас, Одеса з тобою», 
комуністичну символіку, пра- 
пори Радянського Союзу та 
«георгіївські стрічки», вони по- 
просили тих, хто їх ніс, прибрати 
цю символіку, 1 просили поліцію 
відреагувати. 

Досить спокійно святкування 9 
Травня пройшло в Полтаві, Вете- 
рани Другої світової та учасники 
української воєнної операції про- 
ги | російсько-сепаратистських 
військ на Донбасі спільно покла- 
ли квіти до меморіалу солдатам, 
які боролися з нацизмом. 

Один з ветеранів /| Другої 
світової війни Семен Рябошап- 
ко під час урочистостей наголо- 
сив Радіо Свобода, що нинішнє 
покоління має зробити висновки 
з тієї війни. І шо перемогу в ній у 
жодному разі не можна припису- 
вати якомусь одному народові, 

Тим часом у Дніпропетровську 
поліція попередила можливий 
вибух під час масових заходів. 

Перед урочистостями 9 трав- 
ня на проспекті Яворницького, 
де мали пройти масові заходи, 
поліцейські виявили гранату і за- 
тримали чоловіка з пістолетом. 


проросійськи 


заяві 
«Азов» 
активісти 
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urged Western nations to prolong 
and expand sanctions against Rus- 
sia to force Moscow to change its 
aggressive policy. 

“Since its occupation of Crimea 
two years ago, Russia has intensi- 
fied its activities to squeeze the 
Crimean people, to break them into 
pieces,” Chubarov said in an inter- 
view with Anadolu Agency, May 1. 

“We are calling on the EU to 
preserve its unified position and 
expand sanctions against Russia 
to stop its imperialistic policies, its 
aggression in Crimea,” he added. 

A number of Western leaders, 
including Canadian Foreign Min- 
ister Stephane Dion have recently 
made statements that sanctions 


PHOTO — OFFICE OF JAMES BEZAN 
James Bezan speaks at the press conference announcing the bill. Behind him are, left to right: Senator Raynell 
Andreychuk; Murray Rankin, MP; Prof. Irwin С otler; Bill Browder; Dean Allison, MP; Tony Clement, MP. 


Bezan tables “Magnitsky Law” 


3 


Recognition of Crimean Tatar 
deportation as genocide urged 


When asked by Ukrainian News 
last month whether sanctions 
against Russia could be lifted in 
the hypothetical case Russia com- 
plied with the Minsk agreements, 
but still occupied Crimea, Global 
Affairs spokesperson Amy Mills 
replied: 

“We don’t comment оп hypo- 
theticals; we stand for Ukraine's 
territorial sovereignty, always.” 

On May 18, 1944, Soviet author- 
ities forcibly deported the entirety of 
Crimean Tatars, numbering 240,000, 
from the Crimean peninsula, their 
historic homeland to the Uzbek 
Soviet Socialist Republic and other 
distant parts of the Soviet Union. 

The few who escaped were shot 
on sight or drowned in scuttled bar- 
ges, and within months half their 


(UkrNews)—James Bezan, 
Member of Parliament for Selkirk- 
Interlake-Eastman on May 12 
tabled Bill C-267, “Justice for Vic- 
tims of Corrupt Foreign Officials 
Act (Sergei Magnitsky Law).” This 
Bill seeks to strengthen restrictive 
measures against foreign nationals 
responsible for gross violations of 
internationally recognized human 
rights. 

“I want to make sure that all vio- 
lators of human rights are held ac- 
countable for their actions, and the 
Sergei Magnitsky Law does just 
that. This Bill will make amend- 
ments to the Special Economic 


U.S. bill links Russia sanctions 
relief to Crimea’s return to Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—A new bill in the 
U.S. Congress would prevent the 
White House from lifting a raft 
of sanctions against Russia until 
Ukraine restores control over Cri- 
mea, which Moscow forcibly an- 
nexed in 2014, or settles the penin- 
sula’s status to Kyiv’s satisfaction. 

The legislation, announced on 
April 29 by U.S. Representatives 
Eliot Engel (Democrat-New York) 
and Adam Kinzinger (Republican- 
Illinois), aims to bolster U.S. sup- 
port for Kyiv with measures that 
include tightened sanctions against 
Russia and a push for greater pri- 
vate investment in the Ukrainian 
economy. 

“We need to build on our sanc- 
tions regime against troublemakers 
in the Kremlin, while working to 
preserve transatlantic unity,” En- 
gel, the top Democrat on the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, said in 
a statement. 

“And we need to find ways of 
shoring up Ukraine and deterring 
{Russian President Vladimir] Putin 
that go beyond just throwing more 
money at the problem,” Engel add- 
ed. 

U.S. President Barack Obama’s 
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4 Crimean Tatars held for ‘membership’ in banned group 


(RFE/RL)--Russia-backed Cni- 
mean authorities have detained 
four Crimean Tatars on suspicion 
of being members of an Islamic 
group that is banned in Russia. 

Crimea’s de facto prosecutor- 
general, Natalia Poklonskaya, said 
the four men detained on May 12 
were Suspected members of Hizb 
ut-Tahnir, which Russia designates 
a terrorist organization. 

A leader of the Crimean Tatars, 


Measures Act, imposing stricter 
sanctions on all foreign violators 
of human rights. This legislation 
will further enable the Government 
of Canada to quickly sanction in- 
dividuals that are responsible for 
events like the ongoing Russian 
aggression in Ukraine,” said MP 
Bezan. 

Tony Clement, Member of Par- 
liament for Parry-Sound-Muskoka 
and the Foreign Affairs critic for 
the Official Opposition stressed the 
need for this legislation in Canada. 
“None of the individuals respon- 
sible for the death of Sergei Mag- 
nitsky have been brought to justice. 


administration slapped several 
rounds of sanctions on senior 
Russian officials and compan- 
ies following Moscow’s military 
seizure of Crimea in March 2014 
and an ensuing war between Rus- 
sia-backed separatists and Kyiv’s 
forces in eastern Ukraine. 

These measures and analogous 
ones taken by the EU have an- 
gered the Kremlin, which has said 
it moved to take control over Cri- 
mea due to fears for the people 
there after the ouster of Ukraine’s 
Moscow-backed president, Viktor 
Yanukoyych, amid protests that 
Russia has cast as a U.S.-backed 
coup. 

Russia also denies backing 
armed separatists in the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine that has killed 
more than 9,300 since April 2014, 
despite significant evidence of such 
support. 

The bill would require that the 
U.S. president, prior to lifting a raft 
of Ukraine-related sanctions, sub- 
mit “certification” to Congress that 
Ukraine has restored “sovereignty” 
over Crimea or that the peninsula’s 
status has been resolved to the 
satisfaction “of a democratically 


Zair Smedlya, and human rights 
lawyer Emil Кибегіїпом con- 
demned the detention of the four 
men, calling it the “continuation 
of repression against the Crimean 
Tatars” by pro-Russia authorities in 
the Ukrainian peninsula. 

Several Crimean Tatars were ar- 
rested earlier this year for allegedly 
being Hizb ut-Tahnr members. a 
move Tatar activists called “polit- 
ically motivated” 


against Russia should not be lifted 
until Russia fully complies with the 
Minsk agreements. 

The Minsk agreements, how- 
ever, do not cover Crimea. 


number had died of cold, hunger, 
exhaustion and disease. Many of 
them were re-located to toil as in- 
dentured workers іп the 
GULAG system. 


They must face repercussions for 
their actions and sanctioning these 
individuals is the right thing to do. 
This is one way that Canada can do 
its part to sanction those respon- 
sible for human rights violations”, 
said MP Clement. 

“This legislation is in line with 
Canada’s policy to promote demo- 
cratic principles and human rights. 
It is important for those that are re- 
sponsible for the torture and death 
of Sergei Magnitsky and other hu- 
man rights violations be held ac- 
countable,” said MP Bezan. “Sanc- 
tioning these individuals is the 
right thing to do.” 


Soviet 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 
has moved! 


After 28 years at our former location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we have moved to a brand new loca- 
tion at 13623 - 149 Street to serve you better. 


Open Mon to Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till 4:00 
Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


elected government” in Kyiv. 

“As we have seen time and again, 
there is no stopping Vladimir Pu- 
tin’s disrespect for global order, 
especially in regards to Ukraine,” 
Kinzinger said. “It’s time for the 
United States to stand up and re- 
iterate that it will not tolerate Rus- 
sia’s aggression.” 

Called the Stability And Democ- 
racy For Ukraine Act, the legisla- 
tion was introduced in the House 
of Representatives on April 28 by 
Engel, Kinzinger, and 14 other co- 
sponsors. 

The legislation would also codi- 
fy the U.S. government's policy of 
nonrecognition of Russian author- 
ity over Crimea, mirroring Wash- 
ington’s policy of refusing to rec- 
ognize Soviet sovereignty over the 
Baltic nations of Estonia, Latvia, 
and Lithuania. 

It also directs the U.S. adminis- 
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drive private investment in Ukraine 
by minimizing and pooling politic- 
al risk to would-be private invest- 
ors.” Engel’s office said in a state- 
ment. 
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Russia has been heavily criti- 
cized by international rights groups 
and Western governments for its 
treatment of the Crimean Tatars 
since Moscow annexed the penin- 
sula in March 2014. 

Hizb ut-Tahrir, a London-based 
Sunni political organization. secks 
to unite all Muslim countries into 
an Islamic caliphate. It says it does 


not advocate violence. 
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He лишегаївки водити, 
але і вчитись приїхала 
у Львів молодь зі сходу 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

«Великдень разом» для молоді зі сходу та півдня України 
організувало цьогоріч студентське братство Українського католиць- 
кого університету. Однак цього разу запросили 150 активних моло- 
дих людей, щоб вони не лише ознайомились із містом, традиціями 
святкування, але й дізнались про соціальні проекти, які реалізують 
у Львові і змогли їх започаткувати у своїх містах. Чому для львів'ян 
такі важливі акції «Великдень разом»? 

Десять років поспіль численні львівські інституції запрошують 
i приймають на Великдень у Львові школярів, студентів, молодь зі 
східних регіонів України, щоб ознайомити з традиціями свята, пока- 
зати рідне місто, словом, передати великодній дух Львова. Зазвичай 
такі поїздки здійснюють через освітні установи. В Українському ка- 
толицькому університеті про акцію «Великдень разом» оголошують 
публічно i шоразу зголошуються молоді люди з різних міст східної 
України. Лише у 2014 році, коли почалось збройне протистояння на 
Донбасі, дехто з батьків побоявся відпустити своїх дітей у Львів. Од- 
нак цьогоріч ситуація була кардинально іншою. Зголосилось більше 
осіб, аніж студентське братство університету змогло прийняти. З 230 
бажаючих обрали 150, але й вимоги були іншими, тому що запро- 
сили активних молодих людей, які б бажали у себе вдома ініціювати 
соціальні проекти. 

«У наш час соціальна сфера може вплинути на розвиток 
суспільства. Чим більша кількість соціально активних людей мати- 
ме різні ініціативи, якщо їх навчити, як нас цього вчили, вони змо- 
жуть змінити суспільство, починаючи від політичної до соціальної 
й освітньої галузей. Ми хочемо співпрацювати з цією молоддю», — 
говорить Віра Тимків, волонтер акції. 

Майже рік проживав у Краматорську волонтер Андрій Левицький, 
який там реалізовував соціальні проекти «Вільна хата» і «Теплиця», 
щоб об'єднати місцеву молодь, створити певне середовище. Цим 
досвідом поділився з молоддю, яка святкує Великдень у Львові, зо- 
крема акцентував увагу на волонтерському русі. 

«Це все безкоштовно, коли приходиш, там безкоштовний інтернет, 
кава, чай, працюєш, знайомишся, а коли є спільні ідеї і цінності, то 
люди починають разом реалізувати свої ідеї. Волонтерський рух по- 
ступово в Україні трансформувався з мирного носіння канапок у 
те, з чого зараз будується держава. Волонтерський рух забезпечує 
будівництво країни; важливо брати на себе відповідальність, 
об'єднувати навколо себе людей», - наголосив Андрій Левицький. 

Потенціал молодих людей потрібно використати для розвитку 
країни, вважають львівські активісти, а у Львові можна загорітись 
новими ідеями. Окрім майстер-класів і спілкування, були численні 
екскурсії містом, гаївки. 

«У мізках людей зміни відбулись, відносно це мала кількість, але з 
часом більше залучатимемо. Є інші проекти 1 сюди можна приїхати 
вчитись, здобувати навички i вчити молодь», - зауважила активіст 
Ірина Видра. 

Загалом у Львові цьогорічні Великодні свята проводять понад 300 
тисяч гостей переважно з України. 
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Чому варто порівнювати 
Голодомор і Голокост? 


Юлія Рацибарська, Радіо Свобода 

Французький філософ та політолог, професор 
Університету Пантеон-Ассас Філіп де Лара приїхав 
до України, аби презентувати свої дослідження в 
царині геноцидів. На лекції, організованій «Альянс 
Франсез» у Дніпропетровську, він говорив про 
унікальність двох геноцидів: Голокосту - злочину 
проти єврейського народу та Голодомору - злочину 
проти українців. | хоча, на думку науковця, на 
Заході часто вважають, що порівнювати ці дві 
трагедії неможливо, бо це все одно, що класти 
на терези й зважувати горе одного народу й горе 
іншого, він вважає таке порівняння правомірним. 
Дискусія з французьким дослідником тривала 
майже три години, дніпропетровські студенти, 
історики, культурологи висловлювали свої думки 
щодо Голодомору й Голокосту. 

Де Лара вважає, що всі геноциди унікальні, 
аж надто Голодомор - геноцид українців 1933 
року, який намагалася реалізувати радянська 
влада, та Голокост - геноцид євреїв 30-40-х 
років, втілюваний владою нацистською. Попри 
зауваження критиків його концепції, він вважає: 
зіставляти ці дві національні катастрофи можна 
й треба, адже обидва злочини мають чимало 
спільного - були вчинені тоталітарними режимами 
й відбились глибокими шрамами на історії народів. 

A втім, попри це, зауважує французький 
дослідник, Голодомор 30-х 1 Голокост 40-х років 
мають i суттєві відмінності. Голодомор Філіп 
де Лара називає злочином політичним, адже, 
зауважує, він мав на меті не скільки фізичну 
ліквідацію всього українського народу, скільки 
знищення «його душі», його ментальності задля 
полегшення його насильницької радянізації та 
русифікації. Голокост же французький філософ 
розглядає як злочин політичний: у 20-му столітті 
у самому центрі Європи нацистський режим 
спробував реалізувати сценарій знищення цілої 
нації. 

На думку французького дослідника, Україна 
особливо потерпіла від більшовицької політики 
геноциду, а політика винищення євреїв, яку нацисти 
здійснювали по всій Європі, мала на цій території 
особливу форму й силу: якщо в Європі символом 
Голокосту стали потяги та концентраційні табори, 
де євреїв знищували таємно, то на теренах України 
майже все єврейське населення було винищене на 
місці, майже на очах їхніх сусідів та знайомих. 
Саме тому порятунок євреїв на цих землях, до 
якого вдавались українці та представники інших 
націй, - це справжній подвиг, адже ризик був дуже 
великим. 

Після 1945 року пам'ять про обидва ці геноциди, 
зауважує професор де Лара, у Східній 1 Західній 
Європі, розділеній «залізною завісою», зберігалась 
по-різному. Якщо на Заході про них було можна 
вільно говорити й писати, то на радянських 
територіях правда про обидві національні трагедії 
спотворювалась і замовчувалась, каже він. Чого 
варте тільки формулювання радянських істориків 
— «розстріляне фашистами мирне населення», за 
яким ховалась інформація про знищення євреїв. 

«Мільйони людей були змушені жити за 
завісою тиші i брехні. То що об'єднує Голодомор 
i Голокост? Геноцид євреїв унікальний за своєю 
ціллю, його ціллю було стерти з лиця землі цілий 
народ, i він унікальний своїми масштабами — 
понад 50% єврейського населення було знищено, 
ї він також унікальний за своїми наслідками - 
ціла єврейська країна просто зникла назавжди. 
Але геноцид українців унікальний за своїми 
розмахами i періодом його заперечення - майже 
60 років. Ціллю Голодомору було не вбити всіх 
людей, але вбити достатньо людей, щоб знищити 
душу, ідентичність народу. Те, що унікальне для 
Голодомору, - він мав ціль - не тільки подавити 
спротив селян, але знищити українську націю, 
висмоктуючи знеї кров, силу й енергію, і дозволити 
замінити українців російськими колоністами. 
Ралянські керівники знали, як робити. Що 
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був дуже велетенський ризик загинути на місці. 
Це досвід суспільства, який не можна порівняти 
з досвідом суспільства у Франції, Нідерландах чи 
навіть Польщі. | саме ця історія буде найсуворіше 
замовчуватись в радянській історіографії. Голокост 
зазнав цензури. І це мовчання є катастрофічним. 
Сьогодні ми повинні позбутись цього подвійного 
стандарту - забуття злочинів з боку радянського 
суспільства», - зазначив Філіп де Лара. 

Дискусія з французьким дослідником тривала 
майже три години, дніпропетровські студенти, 
історики, культурологи висловили свої думки 
щодо Голодомору й Голокосту й 
професору запитання. 

Модератором розмови була дніпропетровський 
культуролог Ірина Рева, вона сама є авторкою книги 
про Голодомор - у монографії «По той бік себе», 
виданій чотири роки тому, досліджує культурні та 
психологічні наслідки Голодомору для української 
нації. Трина Рева зауважує: у поведінці українців, 
що пережили 30-і роки минулого століття, часом 
вгадуються риси «стокгольмського синдрому» 
- коли жертва починає відчувати симпатію. до 
агресора, і цей феномен ще належить дослідити. 

«Я практично з цим зіштовхнулась, коли 
працювала в газеті, це була колишня комуністична 
газета, і частина немолодих людей, передплатників 
газети, дуже лаялись, коли читали мої матеріали 
про історію України. Але приблизно 2003 року, 
коли відзначалась річниця Голодомору, відбулась 
дуже дивна річ: ці люди почали писати листи: 
«приїдьте, запишіть мої спогади». I я їздила, 
документувала. Але був певний момент, через 
який я весь час перечіпалась: люди розповідали 
про жахливі речі, як бракувало продуктів, як 
харчувались равликами, бо нічого було їсти. | 
висловивши все це, людина говорила: але в цьому 
ніхто не винен, був неврожай, при Сталіні хоч 
порядок був, нам зараз бракує Сталіна. | все це мене 
дуже вражало. Мені здається, «стокгольмський 
синдром» певною мірою пояснює таку подвійну 
свідомість», - зазначає Ірина Рева. 

Гостями розмови з французьким дослідником 
національних трагедій українського та єврейського 
народів, зокрема, стали й представники єврейської 
громади міста. Директор Музею історії Голокосту 
в Дніпропетровську Irop Щупак зазначає: 
досліджень, подібних книгам французького 
професора, бракує в сучасній Україні. В самому 
музеї також намагаються, якщо не зіставляти 
геноциди різних років, то проводити певні 
паралелі. Ігор Щупак зауважує: його як історика 
також цікавлять долі конкретних людей: в 
музейному архіві є дані про євреїв, які допомагали 
українцям вижити під час голоду, та про тих же 
самих українців, які потім рятували євреїв у часи 
війни. 

«Ми потребуємо таких спроб компаративного 
аналізу різних історичних подій 1 явищ, особливо 
гаких складних, як Голодомор їі (Голокост. 
Безумовно, кожен геноцид має свої особливості 
й він неповторний. Однак кожен вияв геноциду 


поставили 


є універсальним явищем, адже є сутність цього 
явища — знищення людського життя, є причини, які 
породжують генопиди, - тоталітарні режими тощо. 
І професор де Лара саме на цьому акцентував увагу. 
Такі спроби надзвичайно продуктивні й важливі, 
це допомагає нам усвідомити, що якщо ми хочемо 
зрозуміти якесь явище, ми маємо розширювати 
контекст. Голодомор і Голокост були породжені 
подібними тоталітарними режимами. Попри те, 
що комуністи й фашисти наполягали на тому, шо 
це принципово різні течії, але люди, які на своїх 
долях відчули, шо Take фашизм і тоталітаризм, 
називали фашистів «коричневими комуністами», 
а комуністів «червоними фашистами», — сказав у 
коментарі Радіо Свобода Irop Щупак. 

Філіп де Лара - французький філософ, політолог, 
професор Університету Париж І (Університету 
Пантеон-Ассас), викладає політичні науки, 
керівник програми «Сучасність i тоталітаризм», 
співпрацює з українськими виданнями. Його 
найновіша книга - «Вправи людяності: розмови з 
Вінсентом Декомбом» (2014 року). 
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NATO’s new commander: 
‘Ready to fight if deter 


By Charles Recknagel 

(RFE/RL}—NATO has a new 
supreme commander, whose job is 
to strengthen it as a defense force 
after years of reductions of U.S. 
troops in Europe. 

“We face a resurgent Russia and 
its aggressive behavior that chal- 
lenges international norms,” U.S. 
Army General Curtis Scaparrotti 
said upon taking command of U.S. 
forces in Europe. 

He added that the Atlantic al- 
liance’s forces must be “ready to 
fight should deterrence fail.” 

Scaparrotti became supreme al- 
lied commander Europe at a May 
4 ceremony at NATO’s military 
headquarters near Mons, in south- 
ern Belgium. 

His appointment comes at a time 
when the alliance regards Moscow 
as a threat to stability over its ac- 
tions in Ukraine and has largely 
given up on military or civilian 
cooperation with Russia. 

Scaparrotti has said he will 
press Washington to station a third 
permanent brigade of U.S. troops in 
Europe to bolster the two brigades 
presently deployed in Germany and 
Italy. Any additional permanent de- 
ployment of troops would reverse 
reductions over the past four years, 
during which Washington deacti- 
vated two brigades in Europe due 
to budget pressures and new threats 
in the Middle East and Asia. 

Today, there are fewer than 
65,000 U.S. military personnel 


Ukraine peace talks have hit 
stalemate, top German envoy says 


By Patrick Donahue 

(Bloomberg)--Germany’s top en- 
voy said talks to hold elections in reb- 
el-held territories in eastern Ukraine 
have ground to a halt, calling stalled 
negotiations over the conflict “an af- 
front” to the peace process. 

Foreign Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier struck a pessimistic 
tone May 11 in Berlin as he host- 
ed his Russian counterpart Sergei 
Lavrov, Ukraine’s Pavlo Klimkin 
and France’s Jean-March Ayrault. 
While а fragile cease-fire after 
renewed violence has held this 
month between Russian-backed 
rebels and Ukrainian troops, truce 
violations and political upheaval in 
Kyiv are harming efforts to end the 
fighting, he said. 

“It can’t stay this way, because 
every fruitless discussion is an 


RFE/RL Crimea contributor charged by Russians 


(RFE/RL}—Officials in Russia- 
annexed Crimea have charged 
Mykola Semena, a contributor to a 
news site about Crimea run by Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE 
RL), with calling for separatism. 

Semena’s lawyer Emil Kuberdinoy 


told RFE/RL on April 29 that Cn- 
mea’s Moscow-backed Prosecutor- 
General’s Office made the charge 


against the journalist on April 28. 


Kuberdinoy added that Semena 
refused to answer investigators” 
questions, citing his rights under 


Le alee 


General Curtis Scaparrotti 


permanently stationed in Europe, 
down from roughly 300,000 during 
the Cold War. 

Scaparrotti’s desire for more 
troops in Europe echoes the pos- 
ition of NATO’s outgoing military 
commander, U.S. General Philip 
Breedlove. To date, however, 
Washington has preferred to rotate 
additional troops in and out of Eur- 
ope rather than permanently station 
more on the continent. 

The rotations have sought to 
reassure nervous NATO allies in 
the wake of Russia’s annexation 
of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula 
in 2014 and amid Kyiv’s ongoing 
conflict with Russia-backed sep- 
aratists in eastern Ukraine. Anxiety 
remains particularly high in the 
Baltics and Poland over a possible 


affront to the legitimacy of the” 
peace process, Steinmeier told re- 
porters before the meeting. “But 
above all it involves the danger that 
the conflict will escalate again.” 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin joined German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, French President 
Francois Hollande and Poroshenko 
in the Belarusian capital of Minsk 
in February 2015 to hammer out an 
accord to halt the violence in east- 
ern Ukraine. While the deal ended 
the worst of the fighting, in which 
more than 9,000 people were killed, 
sticking points in implementing the 
accord remain over the status of the 
rebel-held lands, prisoner swaps, 
an amnesty for combatants and re- 
turning control of Ukraine’s border 
with Russia. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 


Russian law not to testify against 
himself. 

The Moscow-backed Prosecu- 
tor-General’s Office said on April 
19 that Semena was being investi- 
gated over alleged “calls for under- 
mining Russian territorial integrity 
via mass media.” 

Police then detained Semena for 
questioning and subsequently re- 
leased him. 

However, he was ordered not to 
leave Crimea while investigations 
are underway. 


rence fails’ 


threat from Russia. 

However, Scaparrotti's most im- 
mediate challenge could be to lay 
down a clear boundary beyond which 
NATO units will not tolerate mount- 
ing harassment by Russian forces. 

Russian warplanes routinely 
buzz NATO warships in the Bal- 
tics and the Black Sea as both sides 
have stepped up military exercises 
in response to the Ukraine crisis. 
The close flybys have created 
growing concer that they could 
lead to a direct confrontation. 

Scaparrotti has taken a tough line 
against the harassment, telling U.S. 


senators during hearings last month 
that the Russian flybys are deliber- 


ately provocative and dangerous. 


“T think they’re pushing our en- 
velope in terms of our resolve,” he 
said. He added that Russia needs to 
know the United States will take 
action if American lives were en- 


dangered. 


He said one of his first actions 
as NATO’s commander will be to 
review the rules of engagement for 
U.S. and allied forces regarding 
when to respond with force to safe- 


guard their security. 


Scaparrotti comes to the top 
NATO military post after serving as 


head of U.S. forces in South Korea. 


Prior to that, he served in Iraq 


and Afghanistan. 


U.S. Army General Curtis Scapar- 
rotti: “I think [the Russians are] 
pushing our envelope in terms of 


our resolve.” 


shenko has postponed a vote on 
constitutional changes to grant the 
separatist regions more autonomy 
for fear he won’t get the necessary 
two-thirds backing in parliament. 
The meeting in Berlin marks the 
12th time foreign ministers from 
the four nations, known as the 
“Normandy format,” have met. 
The last round of negotiations two 
months ago in Paris failed, with 
Steinmeier blaming both Russia 
and Ukraine for a lack of progress 
that threatened to blow up into a 
military escalation. 

“Sometimes I have the impres- 
sion that Moscow and Kyiv are ob- 
livious to how serious the situation 
is,” Steinmeier told reporters at the 
time. “The truth is that the pos- 
itions of the parties to the conflict 
are far apart.” 


The United States, the EU, the 
Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
and international media-freedom 
organizations have expressed 
concerns over Semena’s case and 
condemned a clampdown on in- 
dependent media on the annexed 
peninsula. 

After Moscow annexed Crimea 
from Ukraine in March 2014, the 
Russian parliament passed a law 
making it a criminal offense to ques- 
tion Russia’s territorial integrity. 


source 
the downing of Malaysia Airlines 
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Bellingcat report says | 
Russian Buk 332 shot 
down Flight MH17 


(RFE/RL)—A team of ореп- 
researchers investigating 


Flight 17 says it has positively 


identified a Russian Buk missile 


launcher that shot down the plane. 

A report released late on May 3 
by Bellingcat, an independent team 
of British investigators, says flight 
MH17 was shot down on July 17, 
2014, by Buk self-propelled mis- 
sile launcher 332 from Russia’s 
53rd Antiaircraft Missile Brigade 
of Kursk. 

President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, said he 
could not assess the accuracy of the 
Bellingcat investigation because he 
did not “possess any detailed in- 
formation about any identification 
numbers of Russian weapons.” 

Peskov said detailed informa- 
tion about the activities of Buk 332 
was "ап issue that concerns experts 
from the Defense Ministry.” 

Using photographs posted online 
since 2010 by members of Russia’s 
53rd Antiaircraft Missile Brigade, 
Bellingcat experts matched seven 
unique characteristics of the Rus- 
sian Buk МІ self-propelled missile 
launcher that was photographed 
in separatist-controlled eastern 
Ukraine on July 17, 2014. 

Those features included partially 
obscured identification numbers, 
the font and exact spacing of the 
digits, wheel types, a dent in the 
left side panel, the arrangement 
of cable connections to the mis- 
sile launcher, white marks on both 
sides of the vehicle, and the shape 


and size of oil and soot deposits 
near the exhaust. 

The Bellingcat report says Buk 
332 had all seven features and was 
the only possible candidate for 
identification that had even one 
feature in common with the Rus- 
sian Buk photographed in eastern 
Ukraine just before the plane was 
shot down. 

A Bellingcat report in February 
linked higher-ups in Russia’s mil- 
itary chain of command to the mis- 
sile attack that killed all 298 people 
on board the civilian passenger 
plane. 

Russia-backed — separatists | іп 
eastern Ukraine responded to the 
latest Bellingcat report by deny- 
ing the presence of any Russian 
air-defense crews in territory under 
their control at any time, including 
the time the Malaysian jetliner was 
shot down. 

The Kremlin also denies that it 
has sent any Russian military units 
into eastern Ukraine to support the 
separatists. 

It says all Russian soldiers who 
have been killed or captured by 
Ukrainian government forces there 
have been volunteers, 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko says Kyiv has evidence 
of Russian troops and equipment 
crossing into eastern Ukraine de- 
spite a shaky cease-fire deal brok- 
ered in Minsk. 

Kyiv also says Russian now has 
more than 30,000 soldiers deployed 
in eastern Ukraine to support Rus- 
sia-backed separatists there. 


IMF sees ‘very 
encouraging’ signs from 
Ukraine’s new government 


(RFE/RL)—Early signs coming 
from Ukraine’s new government 
are “very encouraging,’ a top 
International Monetary Fund 
official said on May 6. 

Mahmood Pradhan, deputy 
head of the IMF’s European 
department, delivered the Fund’s 
first public endorsement of the new 
government in Kyiv following the 
departure of key Western-backed 
reformers last month. 

The IMF suspended its $17.5 
billion loan program for Ukraine 
when Kyiv’s political crisis broke 
out and Pradhan told reporters in 
London it may resume the program 
soon. 

“We think the signs of the new 


government’s willingness to adhere 
to the program, to stay with the 
program, and their own adjustment 
efforts are very encouraging,” he 
said. 

“We hope the program will be 
on track and most importantly, 
the adjustment policies already 
implemented which are paying 
dividends and are working, will 
continue.” 

The IMF is due in Ukraine next 
week to formally review progress. 

In another upbeat sign, the 
IMF’s latest economic forecast for 
Ukraine has it eking out growth of 
1.5 percent this year after a deep 
economic contraction of nearly 10 
percent last year. 


oT 


Gaidar resigns as acting deputy 
governor of Odesa Region 


(RFE/RL)}—The acting deputy 
governor of Ukraine’s Odesa 
region, Maria Gaidar, has left 
the post to become an adviser to 
Governor Mikheil Saakashvili. 

Gaidar’s assistant, Viktoria 
Sybir, said on May 10 that Gaidar 
resigned after a new law barring 
а regional lawmaker being 
simultaneously a civil servant took 
effect on May 1. 


Gaidar, who is а regional 
lawmaker, has been serving as 
acting deputy governor of the 
Odesa region supervising social 
issues since July 2015. 

Gaidar, 33, is the daughter of 
the late Yegor Gaidar, a reformist 
Russian prime minister under 
President Boris Yeltsin in the 1990s. 

She is a vocal critic of Yeltsin’s 
successor, Vladimir Putin. 
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Do the right thing on Crimea 


Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Dzhemiley will be meeting with Can- 
adian MPs and government officials in Ottawa May 17 and 18, which 
will provide our policy makers with an opportunity to get some first-hand 
information about the plight of his people and how best to assist them in 
their struggle against oppression. 

Since its forcible annexation of Crimea two years ago, Russia has 
embarked upon a campaign of terror against the peninsula’s indigenous 
people, violating human rights, arresting dissidents, closing independent 
media outlets and, most recently, banning the Tatars’ highest representa- 
tive body, the Mejlis, as an “extremist” group. 

By such actions, Russian dictator Vladimir Putin, is continuing the 
policy of suppression begun by his predecessor Josef Stalin, who de- 
ported the entire Crimean Tatar nation from their homeland to far-flung 
regions of the Soviet Empire. It was a process in which half the Crimean 
Tatar population was exterminated. 

On May 11, Ukraine’s Parliament passed a resolution calling upon the 
international community to recognize the 1944 deportation of the Cri- 
mean Tatars as genocide and join activities commemorating its victims 
on the deportation’s anniversary on May 18. 

At the same time, the Rada urged the international organizations to 
condemn the Russian-imposed ban on the activities of the Mejlis and the 
violations of the rights of the Crimean Tatar people, which the parliament 
dubbed as “ethnocide”. 

This will undoubtedly be one of the main issues that will be addressed 
during Dzhemilev’s visit. 

Another critical issue that will undoubtedly be addressed is main- 
taining and expanding the sanctions imposed upon Moscow for both its 
War against Ukraine and its annexation of Crimea. 

There appears to be a disturbing trend among G7 leaders to link the 
current sanctions to Russia’s compliance with the Minsk agreements -- 
which do not cover Crimea. 

In Canada’s case, we refer specifically to a quote attributed to Foreign 
Minister Stéphane Dion in a March 18 media release announcing the ex- 
pansion of sanctions against Russia in which he stated: 

“Today's steps support wider international efforts to seek a diplomatic 
resolution to the crisis in Ukraine. By engaging with Russia on the one 
hand and demonstrating our firm resolve on sanctions on the other, we 

strengthen our collective ability to hold them to account. I have instructed 
Global Affairs Canada to update engagement policies accordingly. As 
agreed by G7 leaders, Canada believes sanctions should not be lifted until 
Russia fully implements its commitments under the Minsk agreements.” 

When Ukrainian News attempted to get some clarification as to how 
this affects Crimea from media spokespeople at Global Affairs we re- 
ceived some classic bureaucratic obfuscation. As both reported and edi- 
tonalized upon in our previous issue, we finally asked for a clear answer 
to the question “would sanctions be lifted in the hypothetical case that 
Russia “fully implements its commitments under the Minsk agreements,” 
but sull occupies Crimea?” 

The answer we received was: “We don’t comment оп hypotheticals; we 
stand for Ukraine’s territorial sovereignty, always.” 

As we commented previously, that answer is simply not acceptable. 
And we are not the only ones concemed about this. On April 29 U.S. 
Representatives Eliot Engel (Democrat-New York) and Adam Kinzinger 
(Republican-Illinois) introduced a new bill in the U.S. Congress which 
would prevent the White House from lifting a raft of sanctions against 
Russia until Ukraine restores control over Crimea, or settles the penin- 
sula’s status to Kyiv’s satisfaction. 

Dzhemilew’s visit will therefore allow our own decision makers to ad- 
dress these and other concems in a comprehensive manner and — hope- 
fully ——do the right thing. 
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By Basil A. Kalymon 

(Atlantic Соипсії)- -Аргії 27 was а bellwether 
day for economic reform in Ukraine. Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman announced that the cabinet has 
decided to unify natural gas prices in Ukraine to a 
single market price for both retail and industrial users. 
Effectively. this implies increased prices for the retail 
consumer that will be offset by subsidies for individ- 
uals with low incomes. If ratified by the Verkhovna 
Rada, Ukraine’s parliament, this reform would be a 
major triumph of economic realism over populism and 
the agents of corruption. 

With a single market price for gas comes a whole 
list of benefits to the economy. The first is the elim- 
ination of the gas subsidies that have been borne by 
the national budget and have created massive deficits 
in past years. The second is the incentive provided to 
consumers to reduce their level of gas consumption to 
reflect its real rather than subsidized cost. Third is the 
potential improvement in the trade balance from a re- 
duction of gas imports. Also, critically, Ukraine’s de- 
pendence on gas imports from a hostile neighbor will 
be reduced or even fully eliminated. In addition, the 
corrupt schemes which permit the extraction of illicit 
profits in the gas distribution system from dual prices 
will be rendered ineffective. Finally, the price increase 
will result in an inflow of capital to the gas-producing 
sector, which has substantial potential to develop do- 
mestic supplies, stimulating job creation and tax геу- 
enues to the state. 

Having achieved this milestone, the Groysman cab- 
inet should next consider a flagship reform that could 
transform the agricultural sector and permit the real- 
ization of its vast potential. Opening up the market to 
the trading of agricultural land is critical to the future 
development of the economy. Just as in the case of 
gas pricing, this crucial reform has been stalled for 
decades due to the pressure of populist politicians and 
exploitative agro-oligarchs. Using massive disinfor- 
mation and scare tactics, such agents have convinced 
the general populace of the undesirability of land trad- 
ing. This trading ban has been maintained under the 
false explanation that it protects the poorest sectors of 
society: village residents and former collective farm 
workers. 

The facts differ substantially from the disinforma- 
tion. The trading of agricultural land offers a signifi- 
cant number of benefits to the economy and to villa- 
gers who are the most vulnerable. Under the present 
regime, the “payi,” or certificates entitling an individ- 
ual to a given sector of land, are usable only if the 
person wants to farm the allotted land. The only al- 
ternative is to give up the land in a short-term lease 
arrangement for a minimal payment. To effect owner- 
ship requires expenditures on registration and leaves 
the certificate holder with no rights to sell or pledge 
the land as security. Consequently, the certificate hold- 
er is restricted in his or her use of it and, broadly, is 
unable to recognize the economic value of the land. 


kraine’s new government 
scores big reform win 


At the same time, vast tracts of agricultural land 
continue to be held by various government institu- 
tions. These lands, again, are not available for pur- 
chase but are leased at extremely low rates, mostly 
to large agricultural companies controlled by the sec- 
tor’s oligarchs. These transactions are generally not 
transparent and involve corrupt and colluding govern- 
ment managers. In effect, the current system disen- 
franchises villagers and empowers large agricultural 
holding companies and corrupt government officials. 

The necessary reform measures in this sector par- 
allel those in the gas sector. The ban on the sale of 
agricultural land must be lifted to permit the evolution 
of a market price in land, as well as the rise of land 
lease rates to market levels. This would remove the 
unfair subsidization of agricultural holding compan- 
ies by the holders of land certificates and the state. 
The "рауї" must be made tradable, as was proposed 
by Serhij Budkyn in Ukrayinska Pravda on April 25. 
With these reforms can come some restrictions in the 
level of foreign ownership and size of domestic agri- 
cultural holding purchases. 

Opening a market in land could have dramatic еї- 
fects. The holders of land certificates would be able 
to continue leasing their land or could obtain the cash 
value of their entitlement. Small farming would be 
encouraged, as land could be acquired and pledged to 
banks in exchange for loans that could be used to ac- 
quire farming equipment, bringing needed capital to 
the sector. Much-needed foreign capital would likely 
be attracted to the agricultural sector. Government 
revenues would be enhanced through the realization 
on land sales, higher leasing revenues, and the reduc- 
tion of corruption. 

The inflow of capital to the sector would create a 
significant boost to the economy. Subsequently, the 
special tax privileges currently enjoyed by the sec- 
tor could be eliminated and the savings used for other 
purposes, such as much-needed investment in roads, 
transport, and other infrastructure. 

These two economic reforms, gas pricing and a 
market in agricultural land, are critically needed in 
Ukraine. However, there is an issue of overriding 
concern to all investors in any sector of the economy: 
namely, the need for reforms to achieve the rule of 
law and fight corruption in Ukraine. Investors who 
perceive that systematic corruption prevails and that 
the judicial system is not operating impartially will be 
unwilling to commit their capital. 

Dramatic reforms are required in the Prosecu- 
tor’s Office, law enforcement sector, and judiciary, if 
Ukraine is to achieve any significant inflow of foreign 
investment capital and stem the outflow of domestic 
capital. The benefits outlined above in the energy and 

agricultural sectors will be quite limited without the 
systemic reforms that are still desperately needed in 
the country. 
Basil A. Kalymon is Professor Emeritus at Ivey Busi- 
ness School, University of Western Ontario, London. 


Russia - a state with a nationalized mafia 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—As deputy mayor of St. Petersburg in 
the 1990s, Vladimir Putin spent a lot of time with 
gangsters. 

He collaborated with the infamous Tambov and 
Malyshev organized crime groups to gain control of 
St. Petersburg’s gambling industry. 

He used his office to help launder mafia money and 
to arrange foreign travel for known mobsters. 

And security for the Ozero dacha cooperative he co- 
founded with some of his former KGB pals was pro- 
vided by a company run by the Tambov gang, whom 
Putin also helped secure a monopoly over the city’s 
fuel distribution network. 

Putin was, in fact, an important liaison between the 
local government and the criminal underworld, Karen 
Dawisha writes in her highly acclaimed book Putin’s 
Kleptocracy. 

And when he moved into the Kremlin. Putin put his 
old mafia contacts to use as key tools of Russian state- 


craft. 


“A significant part of Russian organised crime is 


m the offices of the Kremlin,” 
iness Times quoted Ben Em- 


organised directly 
the International Bus 


merson, a prominent British attorney who represents 
the family of slain Russian defector Aleksandr Lit- 
vinenko, as saying. 

Likewise, Russian organized crime expert Mark 
Galeotti noted in a recent lecture at the Hudson Insti- 
tute that Putin’s Russia is “not so much a mafia state 
as a state with a nationalized mafia.” 

Putin’s Kremlin has used organized crime to carry 
out the tasks it wants to keep its fingerprints off, be 
it arms smuggling, assassinations, raising funds for 
black ops, or stirring up trouble in the former Soviet 
space. 

Moscow relied heavily on local organized crime 
structures in its support for separatist movements in 
Transdniester, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Crimea, and 
the Donbas. 

In the conflict in eastern Ukraine, organized crime 
groups served as agents for the Kremlin, fomenting 
pro-Russia unrest and funneling arms to rebel groups. 
| Putin’s м eaponization of the mafia stems from his 
political education in the gangsters’ paradise that was 
St. Petersburg. 


Cont. on P. 7 
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Making “Anti-Semitism” meaningless 


By Askold Lozynsky 

This is in response to an article by a former U.S. 
Department of State project officer, Josh Cohen which 
appeared recently in Foreign Policy and was linked 
in Kyiv Post. The article leveled accusations of im- 
propriety against Volodymyr Viatrovych, the director 
of Ukraine’s Institute of National Memory and in part 
against Ukraine’s former Minister of Education Serhij 
Kvit. The article was entitled “The Historian White- 
washing Ukraine’s Past”. 

I am an attorney by profession and, as such, prone 
to utilizing the easiest way to rebut Josh Cohen’s can- 
ard against Ukrainian historian and today Director of 
Ukraine’s Institute of National Memory Volodymyr 
Viatrovych by simply impeaching his sources. After 
all Mr. Cohen is not a historian nor is he particularly 
learned in the period of World War П. He relies on 
dubious Ukrainian sources like John Paul Himka and 
Marco Carynnyk, both of Canada. The best thing that 
one can say about Himka is that he is a historian. 
Carynnyk is not even that. 

Cohen refers to at least three others so called ex- 
perts, Jeffrey Burds who does not impugn the OUN- 
UPA but the methodology used by Mr. Viatrovych. My 
purpose is not to defend a man’s methods. Cohen also 
refers to little known Ukrainian historian Stanislav 
Serhiyenko who “slammed” Viatrovych for restricting 
access to archives and Jared McBride, a fellow at the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum who by 
virtue of his position is obliged to speak on the sub- 
ject of the Holocaust and seek out possible demons 
who may or may not have been responsible. With all 
due respect to the victims of the Nazi atrocities and 
my father was an inmate for some three years at the 
notorious Auschwitz concentration camp, the Holo- 
caust has become much more than the tragic killing of 
Jews during World War II. It has become an industry, 
a constant appeal for supporting Israel and it requires 
constant input and regeneration. 

My problem with Josh Cohen is that he throws the 
anti-Semitic label around with such levity and with no 
personal research or knowledge, support or evidence, 
thus rendering the accusation itself almost meaning- 
less. He also exposes a bias when he laments that Via- 
trovych, Kvit and others in Ukraine are involved in a 
“telling of World War П history that amplifies Soviet 
crimes...” No one in history except maybe Mao Tse 
Tung’s China killed more than the Soviets. Even the 
Nazis paled by comparison. 

Ukrainian-Jewish relations have been and even now 
are afflicted with a mutual dislike and accusation. 
There is no need to cover this up, but mutual forgive- 
ness today would be a good idea. Many Ukrainians in 
Ukraine disliked Jews because many Jews were the 
underpinning of colonial rule in Ukraine, under Po- 
land, Czarist Russia and the Soviet Union. In fact Jews 
constituted the majority of the secret services of the 
Communist Party in Ukraine and those services were 


responsible for carrying out the Ukrainian Famine of 
1932-33 when some 7 million Ukrainians starved to 
death. 

During the Soviets’ initial occupation of Western 
Ukraine from 1939-41, they perpetrated heinous 
crimes and in many instances the perpetrators were 
young Jewish Ukrainians who joined the Soviet ranks 
in 1939. It was perfectly reasonable that when war 
broke out in 1941 between Germany and the USSR. 
the Ukrainian population of Western Ukraine sought 
a respite from Soviet killing as well as an opportun- 
ity to proclaim its freedom in the midst of the con- 
flict. Yet prior to the Nazi’s invasion in June 1941, 
the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists submitted 
a memo to the Nazis informing them that if they op- 
posed Ukrainian independence Ukrainians would be 
their worst enemies. 

When the Nazis entered the City of Lviv, the pris- 
ons were opened and all the massacres perpetrated 
by the Soviets and their accomplices were exposed. 
It would be reasonable to assume that the surviving 
families of those massacred would turn on those who 
were responsible. Since the Soviets had fled, only 
their accomplices remained. Many, unfortunately, 
were Jewish. There was a retaliatory action. The na- 
tionality of those who retaliated is very difficult to 
identify from photographs which is the only existing 
evidence. There were Ukrainians among them. But it 
is important to note that in the City of Lviv at that 
time Ukrainians constituted only a small percentage. 
The bulk of the population was Polish and Jewish. 
There were Poles and Jews among the Soviet victims. 
Similarly there were Poles and Jews among those 
who retaliated. 

The OUN or the Ukrainian Insurgent Army were 
not anti-Semitic “explicitly” as Mr. Cohen exagger- 
ates. In fact there were Jews in both formations. Their 
mandate did not reference any activity against Jews in 
Ukraine. Some members on their own acted against 
Jews, or simply against an enemy who just happened 
to be Jewish. Other members tried to save Jews. 

I can assume that Josh Cohen is not personally 
knowledgeable of the history of Ukraine during 
World War П. He is unfair in his treatment of that his- 
tory, that unfairness being the product of his ignor- 
ance. Mr. Viatrovych is and should be dedicated to 
pursuing the truth in Ukraine’s tragic history, tragic 
mostly for the Ukrainian people. Other countries have 
institutes of national memory. Their purpose is to un- 
earth and teach the truth about the history of their na- 
tion. No one, and, certainly, no American has the right 
to accuse them of wrongdoing and falsification unless 
he has evidence of such. Not surprisingly Cohen re- 
fers to several persons accusing Ukraine of falsifying 
its history and insisting that they possess evidence of 
this, but по one identifies the evidence itself. І am not 
a historian, but аз ап attorney, I know that without an 
identification of evidence there is no case. 


Russia - a state with 
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“In genealogical terms, Putin is the product of the 
KGB. But in sociological terms, he is the product of the 
new class that emerged in the Darwinian conditions of 
the 1990s: business-minded, ambitious, nationalistic, 
and coldly utilitarian about norms and rules,” veteran 
Russia-watcher James Sherr of Chatham House wrote 
in a recent report. 

But now, thanks to Spanish Judge Jose de la Mata, 
the mask is coming off Putin’s mafia statecraft in a big 
way. 

Judge de la Mata has issued international arrest war- 
rants for a dozen reputed Russian gangsters from the 
Tambov and Malyshev gangs, including current and 
former Russian government officials. 

On the wanted list are Interior Ministry official 
Nikolai Auloy, Vladislav Reznik, a member of the 
ruling United Russia party who is deputy head of the 
State Duma’s Finance Committee, and former Deputy 
Prime Minister Igor Sobolevsky. 

Other officials linked to the gangs, but not subject to 
warrants, include tw. longtime Putin confidants: for- 
mer Prime Minister Х xtor Zubkov and current Deputy 
Prime Minister Dmit Kozak. 

Also named are Ї mer Defense Minister Anatoly 
Serdyukov and fom Information Technology Min- 
ister Leonid Reimar 


a nationalized mafia 


The charges — which include complicity in assas- 
sinations, weapons trafficking, extortion, fraud, for- 
gery, bribery, drug smuggling, and money laundering 
— are based on a decade-long investigation and stem 
from a 488-page complaint filed by Spanish prosecu- 
tors Juan Carrau and Jose Grinda in May 2015. 

In 2010, Grinda briefed U.S. officials in Madrid 
about the investigation, informing them that the Krem- 
lin used “organised crime groups to do whatever the 
government of Russia cannot acceptably do as a gov- 
егатепі. 

According to a classified cable from Ше U.S. ет- 
bassy that was published by Wikileaks, the prosecutor 
told the American officials that Putin’s Russia was a 
“virtual mafia” state where it was impossible to distin- 
guish between the govemment’s activities and those of 
organized crime groups. 

In terms of countering the threat Putin’s Russia 
poses to the West, the Spanish investigation is no less 
important than NATO’s moves to rotate four brigades 
through the alliance’s frontline states in Eastern Eur- 
ope. 

The alliance’s decision to beef up defenses on its 
eastem flank should create a credible deterrent to the 
kinetic threat from Moscow. 

But dealing with the more insidious non-kinetic 
threat, the one stemming from Moscow’s weaponiza- 
tion of organized crime, is a job for law-enforcement. 


Why Is Donald Trump a 
patsy for Vladimir Putin? 


By Jonathan Chait, Daily Intelligencer 

The universal headline summary of Donald Trump’s prepared foreign- 
policy speech April 27 was that it lacked details. Trump’s campaign en- 
couraged this conclusion by leaking in advance that it would contain few 
specifics, and media correctly primed to think of Trump as an ignorant 
blowhard covered it as such. But the speech, in fact, contained an im- 
portant and somewhat-curious idea: The United States should form a 
closer relationship, even an alliance, with Russia. To get the thrust of 
Trump’s point, it has to be read in full context, which he presented in 
counter-position with his policy toward China: 

“We desire to live peacefully and in friendship with Russia and China. 
We have serious differences with these two nations, and must regard 
them with open eyes, but we are not bound to be adversaries. We should 
seek common ground based on shared interests. 

“Russia, for instance, has also seen the horror of Islamic terrorism. I 
believe an easing of tensions, and improved relations with Russia from a 
position of strength only is possible, absolutely possible. Common sense 
says this cycle, this horrible cycle of hostility must end and ideally will 
end soon. Good for both countries. 

“Some say the Russians won’t be reasonable. | intend to find out. If we 
can’t make a deal under my administration, a deal that’s great — not good, 
great — for America, but also good for Russia, then we will quickly walk 
from the table. It’s as simple as that. We’re going to find out. 

“Fixing our relations with China is another important step — and 
really toward creating an even more prosperous period of time. China 
respects strength and by letting them take advantage of us economically, 
which they are doing like never before, we have lost all of their respect. 

“We have a massive trade deficit with China, a deficit that we have to 
find a way quickly, and I mean quickly, to balance. A strong and smart 
America is an America that will find a better friend in China, better than 
we have right now. Look at what China is doing in the South China Sea. 
They’re not supposed to be doing it.” 

In the broad thematic sense, Trump is treating Russia and China the 
same: promising vaguely to make great deals with them. A slightly 
closer read, however, reveals that he is proposing virtually opposite 
policies toward them. Trump identifies ways in which China is acting 
against American interests: by running a trade surplus with us, and by 
expanding into the South China Sea. Trump proposes to “mend” rela- 
tions with China by standing up to them and forcing them to respect us 
as equals, after they have supplied unilateral concessions to us. 

His depiction of American relations with Russia is completely dif- 
ferent. Trump does not identify any hostile Russian behavior that must 
change. This is telling since, having singled out China’s muscle-flexing 
in the South China Sea, he ignores Russia’s much more flagrant bully- 
ing of its neighbors, such as Ukraine, whose territory it has gobbled up. 
Instead he identifies “shared interests” with Russia — opposition to Is- 
lamic terrorism — and proposes to end “this horrible cycle of hostility.” 
Describing American-Russian relations as a cycle of hostility assigns the 
blame to both sides, rather than to Putin’s aggressiveness. 

So Trump is signalling a clear turn in American policy, which under his 
administration would ramp up hostility toward China and wind down hos- 
tility toward Russia. This is in keeping with Trump’s long-standing views 
on both countries (not just China, which he has mocked and taunted, some- 
times in pidgin, from the outset of his candidacy.) Trump has deep affec- 
tion for Russia and its corrupt, misogynistic dictator. “I think I would just 
get along very well with Vladimir Putin,” Trump announced in July. Last 
December, after Putin praised Trump, the Republican front-runner returned 
the favor: “It is always a great honor to be so nicely complimented by aman 
so highly respected within his own country and beyond.” When asked about 
his embrace of a dictator who has murdered journalists, Trump replied last 
year, “It’s never been proven that he’s killed anybody. So, you know, youre 
supposed to be innocent until proven guilty.” 

Comments like this are merely the superficial manifestation of a deep- 
ening alliance. Franklin Foer has a long and fascinating report for Slate 
on Paul Manafort, the Trump campaign manager (and long-standing confi- 
dant) who has also worked to undermine Putin’s enemies in Ukraine. And, 
as Michael Crowley details in Politico magazine, Russia Today, the Krem- 
lin propaganda organ, routinely lionizes Trump. Both stories depict sides of 
the same phenomenon: Russia’s campaign to cultivate influence in the West 
by corrupting members of the American media and political Establishment. 

To the degree they have attacked him on foreign policy, Trump’s crit- 
ics in both parties have mostly confined themselves to the themes that are 
digestible extensions of his personal style —he is ignorant, inconsistent, 
temperamentally unfit to lead, and a danger to blunder the country into 
war. All of those charges are true, yet they manage to deny something 
that. in a candidate without such flamboyant drawbacks, would itself be 
a campaign-threatening scandal: Trump is Vladimir Putin’s stooge. 


(CUF)—The Holodomor Mo- 
bile Classroom (HMC) is officially 
on the road, spreading aware- 
ness about the man-made Famine 
of 1932-33 in which millions of 
Ukrainians were starved to death. 

The HMC visited six Ontario 
high schools and three Ukrainian 
Saturday schools in March and 
April, reaching more than 650 stu- 
dents with up to four lessons per 
day being given in the HMC. Mark 
Melnyk, the Department Head of 
History for the York Region Dis- 
trict School Board, called it “one of 
the coolest, most immersive learn- 
ing experiences we have been for- 
tunate to share with our students,” 
adding that “its use of state-of-the- 
art technology is captivating for 
a generation of students that are 
often hard to impress.” 

The HMC has visited Weston 
Collegiate in Toronto, Markville 
Secondary in Markham, North 
Park Secondary in Brampton, 
North Albion Collegiate in To- 
ronto, Bishop Alexander Carter 
Catholic Secondary School in Sud- 
bury, and O’Gorman High School 
in Timmins. Ukrainian Saturday 
school students at Yuri Lypa, H. 


Skovoroda, and Tsiopa Palijiw 
have also benefited from visits of 
the HMC. In addition, Ontario 


Ministry of Education staff in To- 
ronto have had an opportunity to 
experience the HMC. 

The bus makes for а striking 
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sight as it rolls down the highway 
and pulls up at high schools. The 
words “Holodomor — The Ukrainian 
Genocide” are emblazoned across its 
forty-foot length on a background of 
blue sky and wheat fields. 

The HMC is the centerpiece of 
the Holodomor National Aware- 
ness Tour, a project of the Canada- 
Ukraine Foundation, developed in 
partnership with the Holodomor 
Research and Education Consor- 
tium (HREC), the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Research and Documentation 
Centre and the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. The project is funded 
through a $1.5 million grant from 
the Canadian federal government, 
$750,000 from the Ontario provin- 
cial government, as well as a con- 
tribution from the government of 
Manitoba and private donations. 

An hour-long interactive lesson 
for the HMC was developed by Val- 
entina Kuryliw, Director of Educa- 
tion for HREC, who has more than 
30 years of experience teaching his- 
tory. Students learn to investigate 
sources and analyze artifacts such as 
documents, photos, newspaper arti- 
cles, letters, and survivor accounts 
through material loaded on individ- 
ual iPads and displayed on a 28-foot 
video wall. The HMC experience 
underscores the consequences of 
hate, oppression and discrimination 
and the importance of tolerance, hu- 
man rights and the rule of law. 

The HMC can accommodate up 
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Holodomor Mobile Classroom on the road 


Al Tsiopa Palijiw Ukrainian Saturday Sc hool 


to 33 visitors at a time. It is also 
visiting community and public 
gatherings such as festivals and 
fairs. About 420 members of the 
general public have boarded the 
HMC at events such as the unveil- 
ing of the Holodomor Monument 
in Washington, DC, the Toronto 
and Ottawa ribbon-cutting of the 
Holodomor National Awareness 


Tour project at Queen’s Park 
and Parliament Hill, and at the 
Holodomor Commemoration Cere- 
mony at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Church in Mississauga. The 
HMC will take part in the Ukrain- 
ian pavilion (St. Mary’s Ukrainian 
Church, 3625 Cawthra Road, Mis- 
sissauga) during the Carassauga 
Festival in Mississauga, Ontario, at 
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the Sue of P May and will visit Ot- 
tawa and Oshawa before a swing 
to Dauphin, Manitoba and Western 
Canadian provinces this summer. 
To arrange a visit of the HMC, 
contact the Holodomor National 
Awareness Tour at 416-966-9800, 
holodomor.tour@cufoundation. 
ca or via the Tour website, www. 
holodomortour.ca. 
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At the Moleben for Fr. Paul Lysak. Left to Right: John Colford, Rev. Janko Herbut, Rey. Ivan Nykyforuk, Rey. 
Paul Lysak, Very Rey. Stephen Wojcichowsky, Very Rev. Michael Kowalchyk, Nathan Colford. 


Fr. Lysak celebrates 
three anniversaries 


(UkrNews)— Rev. Paul Lysak 
celebrated three anniversaries at 
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ed- 
monton, May 7 - his 90" birthday, 
74 years in religious life and 63 
years in the priesthood. 

The celebration opened with a 
Moleben (Prayer Services) after 
which an Open House was held. 

Among the guests was former 
Alberta Premier and Fr. Lysak’s 
second cousin Ed Stelmach, 

Harry Pichonsky, who served as 
Master of Ceremonies outlined Fr. 
Lysak’s many years of service. 

Fr. Paul, son of Julian and Vic- 
toria (nee) Stawnychy was born 
May 3, 1926 in Krakow, Alberta, 
the fifth of seven children, three 
brothers and three sisters. 

In 1952 Fr. Paul received his 
Baccalaureate Degree in Moral 
Theology. On July 5; 1953 Fr. Paul 
Was ordained to the priesthood in 
Rome by Bishop Ivan Buchko. 

On July 25, 1953 Fr .Paul cele- 
brated his first Divine Liturgy in 
the Crypt of St. Peter, at Saint 
Peter's Basilica in Rome. 

On July 25, 1954, Fr. Paul cele- 
brated his first Divine Liturgy at 


his Home Parish, the Protection of 


Blessed Virgin Mary in Krakow, 
Alberta. 

From Aug. 1954 to Aug. 1956, 
Fr. Paul served at Chipman, and 
Hilliard — town and farms. 

From Aug. 1956 to Oct. 1964 Fr. 
Paul served Calmar — town and 
farms, Leduc, Thorsby & St. Bas- 
il’s Villa at Pigeon Lake. In 1959 
a new church was built In Thorsby 
— Saint John the Baptist. 

Oct. 1964 to 1965 Fr. Paul served 
in St. Mary’s Parish in Vancouver. 

Mar. 19, 1966 to Dec, 1967 Fr. 


Paul served in B.C. — Nelson, 
Creston, Cranbrook, Castlegar. 


Trail and Grandforks. The round 
trip to visit all parishes was 700 
miles 

Jan, 24, 1968 — Sept. 3, 1975 Fr. 
Paul served Mymam, Beauvallon, 


Morecambe, Fidelity and Lloyd- 
minster. 

Sept 14, 1975 - Sept. 14, 1985 
he served Lethbridge Sts. Peter & 
Paul. In the middle of 1980 due to 
passing of Fr. Syvenky, Fr. Paul 
also served at St. VladImir’s Parish 
in Lethbridge. 

Fr. Paul was also chaplain for 
Lethbridge K.C. 1490 Council. 

In 1981 a new parish residence 
was built. To save money for the 


Parish Fr. Paul lived on the stage of 


the Parish Hall for four months. 

Sept. 14, 1985 to Aug. 1992, he 
served at the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in Calgary, 
which in 1992 was renovated and 
extended at a cost of $1.4 million. 
Fr. Paul is especially grateful to 
Mary- Bereziuk for applying and 
receiving grants and to Fr. William 
Hupalo who, as Eparchial Admin- 
istrator lent the parish $250,000. 

Aug 28, 1992 to Oct. 1998, he 
returned to Saints Peter & Paul 
Church in Lethbridge, where a new 
entrance and the exterior and inter- 
ior of the church were completed. 

From October, 1998 to August 
2003, Fr. Paul served at St. Nicho- 
las in Edmonton. Highlights includ- 
ed the renovation of the residence, 
landscaping by the residence, pav- 
ing the parking lot, Consecration 
of a New Altar Dec.17, 2000, and 
the Blessing of the Iconostasis and 
Tabernacle on Dec. 31, 2002. The 
new altar was built by Fr. Paul’s 
brother Metro Lysak. On June 21, 
2003 Fr Lysak celebrated his 50 
anniversary at Nicholas Parish. 
Also on that day Fr. Paul was ap- 
pointed Archpriest of the Edmon- 
ton Eparchy. 

From Sept, 2003 to Feb., 2005 
Fr. Paul served the Beverly Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Parish (Protection of 
BVM). 

For 11 years and a few months 
he has been substituting in various 
parishes whenever required. 

“As of now Fr. Paul does not 
have a home, nor a car, nor prop- 


erty. Fr. Paul says: ‘I have Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph and my parents 
and family in Heaven. Also I have 
my second family — all parishion- 
ers as I dedicated myself to serve 
them and to love them. May God 
bless and love you all’,” concluded 
Pichonsky. 
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Welcome the 2016 spring season with the 
thrilling spectacle of Ukrainian dance. 


MONDAY 
MAY 23 


10 AM- 5 РМ 


GATES OPEN AT 9 AM 


9:00 am. - Pancake Breakfast 


10:00 ат. - Divine Lituray at St. Nicholas Russo-Greek Orthodox Church 
11:09 ат. - Where We Came From frist Recognition - Visitor Centre Courtyard 


12:00 p.m. - Where We Came From Exhibit Opening 


12:00 p.m. - Ukrainian dance concert featuring dancers from across Alberta 


ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: Uksainian Cultural Ret 
by author Pam Сіагк | Musical Entertaws 
Wagon Rides | Historic Vilage 1 Ui 

CONCERT HEADLINE GROUP Viter Uk:zinian Dancers 


Admission charged For tree admisoon, show 
History Pass or Friends of the Uksainian Villar 
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Історики розвінчують міфи 


СРСР про Другу світову війну 


Олена Рябічева, Радіо Свобода 

Розвінчання радянських міфів Другої світової війни - лейтмотив 
відзначення цьогоріч в Україні Дня пам'яті та примирення 8 трав- 
ня та Дня перемоги над нацизмом у Другій світовій війні 9 травня. 
Таким його бачать в Українському інституті національної пам'яті 
(УІНП). До 8 1 9 травня інститут презентував відразу кілька проектів. 
Зокрема - виставку про жіночий погляд на війну. В УІНІ кажуть: 
історія війни - не стільки героїчна, скільки трагічна. 

Сталін не узгоджував військові дії з Гітлером - такий поширений 
міф і зараз у багатьох не викликає сумнівів. Згідно з ним, Сталін 
нібито сам вирішив ввести війська на територію Західної України 
та Західної Білорусі у 1939-му, аби не дати окупувати ці території 
Гітлеру. Насправді ж у війні проти Польщі СРСР i Німеччина діяли 
як союзники: координували авіанальоти, поступалися одне одному 
захопленими територіями 1 навіть провели спільний військовий па- 
рад перемоги. I це лише одна із багатьох вигадок, з допомогою яких 
радянська система маніпулювала людьми. 

Збірка «Війна і міф. Невідома Друга світова» - це один із проектів 
УІНП. У ній історики зібрали i спростували понад 50 міфів доби 
СРСР. У книжці вчені заповнили білі плями української історії, 
грунтуючись на розсекречених документах. 

«Насправді для Росії Друга світова, так звана «Велика Вітчизняна», 
досі триває. Історичні міфи є такою самою зброєю, як кулі є зброєю 
у війні звичайній. І якщо українці не матимуть своєї власної зброї, то 
потерпатимуть від того», - каже історик і співавтор книжки Сергій 
Громенко. 

Крім того, історики розробили сайт, на якому зібрали дидактичні 
матеріали, присвячені Другій світовій війні. У ньому вони вба- 
чають джерело інформації для вчителів українських шкіл та 
студентів вишів. Матеріали там згруповані по кількох розділах: це й 
інфографіка, 1 тематичні відео, і архівні фото, 1 карти. 

«Сайт не є вичерпним, він постійно оновлюється. Колись ми при- 
йдемо до того, що весь український вимір Другої світової буде збе- 
режений на одному сайті», - зазначає Сергій Громенко. 

Цьогоріч День пам'яті і примирення, який відзначають 8 травня, 
збігається із Днем матері. Тож серед проектів Інституту національної 
пам'яті - також виставка, присвячена жіночим історіям Другової 
світової, Саме жіночі історії, на думку науковця Вікторії Яременко, най- 

~ краще спростовують героїчні міфи про війну радянської пропаганди. 

«Жіночі історії розкривають нам зовсім іншу війну. У нашому 
проекті ми пропонуємо історії 12 жінок. Вони різні за віком, за 
тим, як склалась їхня доля під час війни та після неї. Але саме цією 
різноманітністю вони показують нам, що в першу чергу війна - це 
трагедія», - зазначає вона. 

Українському погляду на відзначення річниці завершення Другої 
світової війни у Європі притаманне не стільки святкування цієї 
події, як це було властиво радянському формату, скільки вшануван- 
ня загиблих. 

«Ми намагаємося говорити про цю війну як про трагедію. Страш- 
ну трагедію, в якій українці, позбавлені своєї державності, були 
нерідко змушені вбивати одне одного, відстоюючи чиїсь інтереси», 
- товорить голова YIHIT Володимир В'ятрович. 

Погляд на Другу світу війну часів СРСР, притаманні цьому ба- 
ченню стереотипи - наріжний камінь формування «радянської 
ідентичності». На думку істориків, від переосмислення історії 
України часів Другої світової залежить самоствердження всього 
українського суспільства. 


Низка фракцій вимагає 
створити ТСК щодо офшорів 


(Радіо Свобода) Фракції «Батьківщина», «Самопоміч» i «Ради- 
кальна партія» виступають за створення у Верховній Раді тимчасової 
слідчої комісії, яка 6 займалася з'ясуванням оприлюдненої у «па- 
намських паперах» інформації про причетність українських 
високопосадовців і пов'язаних із ними фізичних та юридичних осіб 
до офшорних компаній. Відповідні заяви представники фракцій зро- 
били на засіданні погоджувальної ради парламенту/10 травня. 

Зокрема, лідер фракції «Батьківщина» Юлія Тимошенко заявила 
про необхідність розслідувати інформацію про нібито причетність 
особи з оточення президента Петра (Іорошенка до офшорної 
компанії, яка, за даними деяких видань, торгувала з дочірньою 
компанією «Газпрому». 

_ Схожу заяву на засіданні погоджувальної ради зробив депутат від 
«Самопомочі» Єгор Соболєв. Він мотивував необхідність створення 
такої TCK тим, що «президент має бути поставлений під закон, а 
не над законом». «На сьогодні не існує жодної процедури, жодної 
можливості розслідувати його зловживання», - додав Соболєв. 

Лідер фракції «Радикальної партії» Олег Ляшко, зі свою боку, 
заявив про необхідність створення ТСК для з'ясування інформації 
по всіх українських посадовцях, які фігурують у «панамських папе- 
рах». 

В оновленій базі «панамських паперів» міститься інформація про 
469 офшорних компаній, до яких, за даними розслідувачів, мають 
стосунок громаля и України. 

10 травня журналіст Дмитро Гнап із 
папери» повідомі 7 зв'язок одного 
«Рошен» із офшоріою компанією Intrace - 'апасетепі Ltd. Британсь- 
ке видання The Guaidian раніше пов'язу з.ло цю компанією із пре- 
зидентом України Петром Порошенком та депутатом БПП Ігорем 
Кононенком. Останній, однак, заперечив причетність до Intraco 
Management Ltd i себе, i президента. 

У корпорації «Рошен» поки не прокоментували оприлюднену 
журналістами інформацію. 


силанням на «панамські 
п-менеджерів корпорації 
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Українська жінка-матір 
Героїзм вдома, на роботі, на передовій 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Споконвіку в Україні існував 
культ жінки-матері. Нині, за 
умов зовнішньої військової 
агресії i внутрішньої соціальної 
кризи, все більше українців звер- 
таються до образу жінки-матері 
як берегині 1 домашнього затиш- 
ку, 1 цілої держави. Українські 
матері є взірцями мужності і са- 
мопожертви, зазначають фахівці. 

Революція гідності й військова 
агресія Росії змінили місце і 
роль української жінки-матері, 
a точніше, розширили коло 
Ti обов'язків. I якщо раніше 
пересічна українка виховувала 
дітей, опікувалась домашнім го- 
сподарством 1 при цьому працю- 
вала повний робочий тиждень, 
нині на її плечах - допомога за- 
хисникам України, а часто й обо- 
рона української держави, зазна- 
чають науковці. 

За даними опитувань 
соціологічної служби групи «Рей- 
тинг», ще на початку 2013 року 
більшість українців вважали, що 
існують «жіночі» і «чоловічі» 
професії. Наприклад,  медсе- 
стра або продавець - «жіноча» 
професія, а поліцейський чи 
солдат - «чоловіча». Нині ж, 
кажуть вчені, поділ на «жіночі» 
1 «чоловічі» професії помітний 
менше, адже жінки успішно опа- 
новують військову справу (хоча 
у війську досі існують «жіночі» 
і «чоловічі» спеціальності), па- 
трулюють вулиці міст у складі 
поліцейських патрулів, Kepy- 
ють бізнесом або політичними 
проектами і продовжують на- 
роджувати і виховувати дітей. 
При тому, що чоловіки набага- 
то повільніше готові замінити 
жінку на «домашньому фронті». 

Коріння | такої | нерівності 
дослідниця українських традицій 
Оксана Кісь радить шукати в 
українських звичаях. За її сло- 
вами, традиційна українська ро- 
дина визнавала головну роль за 
чоловіком. Це призводить, серед 
іншого, не лише до нерівності 
за статевою ознакою у родині та 
суспільстві, не тільки до гендерної 
нерівності у професійній сфері, а 
й до сімейного насильства, каже 
фахівець. Це також спричиняє 
стійкість таких міфів, що жінки 
нібито здатні лише бавити вдома 
дитину і вести домашнє господар- 
ство. 

«Відбувається це тому, що 
певній статі - у цьому випадку 
чоловікові приписують пев- 
ну зверхність. Нібито ті риси, 
які притаманні чоловікам або 
які традиційна культура вважає 
чоловічими, є кращі. Ми знаємо i 
досі бачимо стереотипні уявлен- 
ня, наприклад, про «чоловічий 
розум» і «жіночу логіку», 
про «жіночу емоційність» 1 
«чоловічу раціональність». I це 
незважаючи на численні факти, 
які доводять, що жінки були і 
науковцями, і просвітницями, 1 
видатними вченими», - зазначи- 
ла Кісь. 

За її стовами, в українській 
родині жінки існував певний 
«життєвий сценарій», в якому го- 
ловною роллю жінки були мате- 
ринство i підтримка домашнього 
вогниша. 

Дитина- то велике щастя для ро- 
дини і величезна відповідальність 
для її батьків, каже мати трьох до- 
чок, журналістка Наталя Позняк- 
Хоменко. Хоча поставити дити- 
ну на ноги, навіть за підтримки 
держави (соціальних виплат при 


Українські жінки-військовослужбовці під час репетиції військового 
параду до Дня Незалежності України. Київ, серпень 2015 року 


народженні дитини чи по догля- 
ду за дитиною), зараз складно, 
визнає Наталя, Її сім'ї допомагає 
те, що старші діти - теж дівчата, 
тож немовля отримало «у спадок» 
від старших сестричок деякий 
одяг, іграшки, посуд, а дитячі ма- 
неж і візочок родині подарували 
друзі. Родина живе під Києвом і 
має свій город і невеликий сад, де 
вирощує овочі та фрукти. 

«Ми не голодуємо, але і шику- 
вати не випадає. Середня зарпла- 
та чоловіка - трішки більше ніж 
3 тисячі. А сходити раз до мага- 
зину - це мінімум 100 гривень 
витратити. Тобто уся чоловікова 
зарплата іде фактично на їжу. 
Тих більш як вісімсот гривень 
допомоги, які ми отримуємо за- 
раз на наймолодшу доню Тетян- 
ку, ледь вистачає на памперси. 
Тому практично через місяць 
після народження малечі я по- 
верталась до праці: я журналіст 
i можу працювати з дому, через 
інтернет. Мої дві з половиною 
тисячі гривень ми витрачаємо 
на сплату комунальних послуг, 
як багатодітна родина, маємо 
пільги і вкладаємось приблизно 
у 600 гривень», - розповіла Радіо 
Свобода пані Наталя. 

Нині українська жінка-матір 
вимушена стати берегинею як 
своїх дітей, так і держави, а ще 
їй іноді доводиться виховувати 
своїх дітей самотужки, оскільки 
чоловік (батько) боронить 
Україну на сході. Людмила Юр- 
ченко - мати 5 дітей, молодшій 
доньці - 2 роки. Її чоловік 
працює в Новоайдарській 
районній військово-цивільній 
адміністрації, що на Луганщині, 
тож домашнє господарство Люд- 
мила веде сама. Діти допомага- 
ють мамі, розуміють, наскільки 
їхня підтримка потрібна, каже 
Юрченко Богдана Костюк, 
Радіо Свобода 

«Де четверо діток, там i 
п'ятеро. Хоч багато хто каже, 
мовляв, народили дітей, а як 
виховувати їх будете?! Але ж 
щоб виховувати дітей, гроші не 
потрібні, потрібні насамперед 
моральні сили i бажання. Кош- 
ти потрібні, щоб їх ростити. Ми 
поки що маємо соціальні випла- 
ти при народженні дитини (до 
трирічного віку), як багатодітна 
родина, ми мали пільгу при роз- 
рахунках за комунальні послу- 
ги. Але у нас ii забрали, тому 


шо ми перевищили ліміт, ane 
отримуємо пільгу як родина 
учасника бойових дій», - зазна- 


чила Юрченко. 


Для Оксани Андрійчук, яка 
працює помічником шеф-кухаря 
в одному з київських ресторанів, 
життя розділилось на те, що було 
до квітня минулого року, i на 
нинішнє. Минулої весни її син 
Віктор (боєць 11-го батальйону 
«Київська Русь») був серйоз- 
но поранений, 1 Оксана з того 
часу поруч з ним. Займається та- 
кож волонтерською діяльністю, 
підтримує родичів поранених 
бійців, але наразі її головне за- 
вдання - поставити на ноги сина. 

«Лікар обіцяє, що Віктор буде 
ходити, він надалі хоче військову 
професію освоїти. Син буде 
вступати у Львівську військову 
академію, A мені головне - щоб 
він трохи на ноги почав вставати», 
— сказала Оксана Радіо Свобода. 

Чимало українських мам займа- 
ються волонтерською діяльністю, 
допомагають українським 
військовим, | переселенцям, |і 
доволі часто їм допомагають їхні 
власні діти. Режисер Леся Литви- 
нова, мати чотирьох дітей, півтора 
року тому заснувала волонтерсь- 
кий центр для допомоги вимуше- 
ним переселенцям. 

«З початку анексії Криму і 
бойових дій на Донбасі більш 
як півтора мільйона людей за- 
лишились без домівок. У на все 
починалося півтора роки тому з 
маленької кімнати, а зараз наш 
центр - найбільший в Україні, 
тут люди можуть отримати одяг, 
взуття, ліки. Я - мати чотирьох 
дітей, я повинна залишити у 
них за спиною сильну країну», - 
каже Литвинова. 

Марині допомагає букваль- 
но увесь світ, посилки для неї і 
діток надходять з різних куточків 
світу, а сама Марина не лише ро- 
стить дітей, а й допомагає роди- 
нам українських військових. Як 
зазначає Ковальова, подібних 
випадків - коли матері загиблих 
бійців допомагають іншим роди- 
нам, яких спіткало лихо — чима- 
ло по всій Україні. Завдання вла- 
ди на міспях - He лишати жінок- 
матерів напризволяще, адже їхні 
сини віддали життя за Україну, 
зазначає Марина. 

Рівень ставлення до жінки 
визначає зрілість суспільства, а 
турбота про матерів — його мо- 
ральнє збагачення або, навпаки, 
зіпсованість і моральну 1 0гість. 
У народі кажуть: «Нещаслива 
та сім'я, де жінка сумна». Не 


може бути щасливою ік, іїна, де 
невлаштовані сім'ї, не « ворено 
або порушено сімейний 171 1 за- 


тишок, стверджують фа ці. 


че 
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CUF greatly multiplies its 
aid through leveraging 


(UkrNews)—The Canada 
Ukraine Foundation (CUF) is 
able to greatly multiply its aid to 
Ukraine through leveraging with 
other partners, said the keynote 
speaker at the Kyiv Konnection 
Banquet, held at St. John’s Cultural 
Centre, May 3. 

CUF has now organized four 
medical missions to Ukraine with 
volunteer doctors from Canada and 
“for every dollar we invested in 
the missions, our partners invested 
over $3, in cash, or in kind,” said 
Bohdan Onyshchuk, Immediate 
Past Chair and CEO of CUF and 
Chair of the Holodomor National 
Awareness Tour. 

CUF missions have led to the 
setting up of three local field hos- 
pitals close to the frontlines. Can- 
ada provided a shell field hospital 
(unfitted), and Australia and the 
United States have provided two 
fitted field hospitals. Turkey is 
promising to supply 10 additional 
field hospitals. 

CUF was also given a Govern- 
ment of Canada contract for $1.2 
million to source and fit the Kyiv 
Military Hospital with modern sur- 
gical equipment, and to train 60 
Ukrainian doctors in trauma life 
surgery. 

“But this is where it gets really 
interesting. The U.S. government 
and NATO took note of our mis- 
sions, and the deputy surgeon 
general of the U.S. Army, posted 
to NATO, met with our CUF staff 
in February to discuss possible 
cooperation on future joint projects 
together, building on our expertise 
and the trust we have built up in 
country in this area,’ Onyschuk 
said. 

“The multiplier effect of assist- 
ance from the U.S. Dept of De- 
fence, NATO, Canadian and Euro- 
pean governments in this field is 
huge,” he added. 

In one case the multiplier effect is 
over 20-to-1. That is the case of 11- 
year old Mykola Nyzhnykovskyi, 
the victim of a horrific undetonat- 
ed-grenade explosion, who is cur- 
rently being treated at Montreal’s 
Shriners Hospital. He suffered ter- 
rible shrapnel wounds to his face, 
head and body and was essentially 
left without arms and legs. 

“Two of our medical team knew 
the Shriners Hospital in Montreal 
and the work that they do with 
young children with big disabil- 
ities. CUF approached the Shrin- 
ers to see what could be done for 
Mykola. 

“The Shriners loved the chal- 
lenge, they agreed to take Mykola, 
fit him out for prosthetics, and to 
look after him (changing his pros- 


thetics from time to time as he 
ages) until age 21. 

“CUF 15 covering, and will cover 
all the living and travel expenses 
of Mykola and his mother to and 
from, and in Canada, for the cur- 
rent and the future trips required. 

“Now that is just valuing the fair 
market value of resources used 
(cash, medical equipment, value of 
medical services, etc). But what is 
the value of a life saved — of all the 
lives saved, or improved, for those 
helped? if you put any reasonable 
value on that, the numbers would 
be in the stratosphere,” said Onys- 
hehuk. 

He described the current pro- 
gram of assistance as level 3, which 
began with the Revolution of dig- 
nity in November of 2013. Level 
1 covered the period from 1991 
to 2010 when Viktor Yanukovych 
took power, while level 2 began 
with the Ukraine at the Crossroads 
Conference in 2012 when CUF 
and the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress became trusted advisors of 
the Canadian Government and had 
open access to the policy makers 
and ministers in the Harper Goy- 
ernment on matters dealing with 
Ukraine. 

He also noted that CUF has gone 
from providing $5 million in aid 
and assistance in the twelve year 
period of 1995 to 2007, to $1 mil- 
lion each year in level 2 to now $5 
million in just the two year period 
of 2014 — 2015. 

As for the future plans of CUF, 
Onyschuk said they include: 

* Going after U.S., NATO and 
the Canadian Ministry of Defence 
for further assistance for Ukraine’s 
Anti-Terrorist Operation (ATO); 

* Going after major Canadian 
and U.S. foundations for donations 
and partnerships; 

- Bringing the post-secondary 
educational programme in Ukraine 
to a Western model as opposed to 
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Mykola Nyzhnykovskyi at the Shriners Hospital in Montreal 


the old Soviet system. 

- Addressing the HIV crisis in 
Ukraine. 

One of the key challenges is that 
we now have a new government in 
Ottawa and over 50% of the MPs 
are new. 

“We need to educate the whole 
338 of them, just as we did with 
the last crew through the “Ukraine 
at the Crossroads” conference,” he 
said. 

“It worked before; it should 
work again. Ukraine has had very 
good four party support before. 
It should have it again and we 
have to continue to collaborate — 
amongst ourselves and our organ- 
izations, and to grow existing and 
developing new partnerships with 
Canadian and North American 
NGOs, foundations, corporations 
and institutions — to leverage our 
assets, to increase our support for 
Ukraine in so many fields,” added 
Onyschuk. 

He also gave a brief video pres- 
entation previewing the upcoming 
documentary “Recovery Room” 
by Adriana Luhovy (for more see 
page 13). 

In his greetings, Dr. David At- 
kinson, President of MacEwan 
University noted that Dr. Roman 
Petryshyn retired after a long and 
distinguished career as the Director 
of the Ukrainian Resource and De- 
velopment Centre (URDC), which 
presented the university with an op- 
portunity to consider how URDC 
might move forward to best meet 
the needs of both the university and 
the community. 

“Two important elements reson- 
ated here. The first was to continue 
URDC’S historic commitment to 
social development in Ukraine... 
the second was to more firmly 
cement URDC, and in particular 
the Kule Chair, into the academic 
mainstream of the University,” he 
noted. 

The university appointed Dr. 
Svitlana Krys to the Kule Chair, 
and at the same time to a continu- 
ing academic appointment in the 
Department of English, and Yuri 
Konkin as Director of URDC with 
specific responsibility for the vari- 
ous development projects in which 
URDC participates. 

In order to renew MacEwan 
University’s many relationships in 
Ukraine and to plan for the future, 
Dr. Atkinson, his wife and Konkin 
will travel to Ukraine for 10 days 
of meetings, the week after the 
banquet, he stated. 

In his report, КопКіп summar- 
ized the work of URDC with the 
Ukrainian word “dobrodiynist”, 
meaning the doing of good deeds. 

This includes providing linkages 
between MacEwan and other Can- 
adian universities, linkages with 
community organizations in Can- 
ada and the United States as well 
as linkages between government 
organizations in Canada and the 
United States. 

“We see ourselves as catalysts 
for change.” he said. 

Gordon Gordey and Gloria 
Zaharia served as Masters of Cere- 
mony. 

Entertainment was provided by 
Фе Zemlia Vocal Тпіо. 

Bishop ШПагіоп, Western Can- 
adian Eparch for the Ukrainian 
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the Opening Prayers, while Bishop 
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the Fourth Prin 
Commanding Officer in the history of the regiment and the only Com- 
manding Officer of Ukrainian descent. Although Ed retired from the Can- 
adian Armed For 
itary organizations. 
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Dr. Ernest Skakun (right) presents the award to Ed Piasta 


Piasta honoured with 
President’s Award 


(UkrNews)—Ed Piasta was this year’s recipient of the Ukrainian Foun- 
dation for College Education’s President’s Award. 

This award, which came into existence at the Kyiv Konnection Banquet 
held in 1996, has been awarded annually since then to an individual who 
has made an exceptional contribution to the objectives of UFCE. 

The presentation at this year’s banquet was made by UCFE President 
Dr. Ernest Skakun. 

Piasta was first appointed to the Board of Directors of UFCE in 2004, 
has served as secretary of UFCE, and currently continues to serves as a 
Director and as a Trustee of the UFCE Trust. 

“Over the years, he has shared, unconditionally, his expertise in helping 
UFCE develop its mission. Ed is very business-like; he is an expert in ne- 
gotiation and coalition and team building, very goal and results oriented, 
and above all a visionary. His unselfish dedication and commitment to 
the cause of the UFCE and to the Ukrainian Resource and Development 
Centre have made a substantive difference in realizing their very tangible 
accomplishments,” stated Dr. Skakun in presenting the award. 

Piasta has also served on numerous Ukrainian church, community, 
charity and business organization boards, among them: 

¢ President of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Parish Council; 

« Founding member, first president and director of St. Nicholas Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Parish Foundation. He initiated and completed with Alberta 
Housing Corporation, the construction of St. Nicholas Seniors’ Home; 

* Vice-president of Ukrainian Canadian Social Services - Edmonton. 

* Executive member of the Ukrainian Catholic Men’s Club of St. Nicho- 
las Ukrainian Catholic Parish; 

« Executive member of the Edmonton Ukrainian Professional and Busi- 
ness Club; 

* Member of the Advisory Board of Children’s Camp — Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Episcopal Corporation of Canada; 

*Member of the Advisory Council Alberta Ukraine Relations 
ince of Alberta. 

Ed was born in Melfort, Saskatchewan and attended the University of 
Saskatchewan, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in political sci- 
ence and economics and a Bachelor of Laws degree. He was admitted to 
the Alberta Bar іп 1960 and practiced as a senior partner with the Jaw firm 
of Ackroyd, Piasta, Roth and Day until his retirement in 2007. 

He served as legal advisor to Bishop Demetrius Greschuk during the 
development and construction of St. Josaphat’s Senior Citizens’ Home 
and was involved in organizing and structuring many joint ventures be- 
tween Canada and Ukraine. Ed is a member of the Canadian Bar Associa- 
tion, Law Society of Alberta, and the Edmonton bar Association. He was 
appointed as Queen’s Counsel in 1985. 

Piasta’s legal career is complimented by his military service. While at- 
tending the University of Saskatchewan, Ed enrolled as an Officer Cadet 
with the Canadian Officer Training Corps, Saskatoon Light Infantry. In 
1960, he joined the Loyal Edmonton Regiment of the Fourth Princess 
Patricia Canadian Light Infantry as an Officer Cadet. He was promoted 
to the rank of Second Lieutenant in 1961 and to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1970 and given command of the Loyal Edmonton Regiment of 

ss Patricia Canadian Light Infantry. He was the youngest 
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Дмитро Гнатюк 


Марта Фаріон, Радіо Свобода 
(Рубрика «Точка зору») 

Відійшов у вічність незабутній велетень української пісні, 
української культури - Дмитро Гнатюк. Неповторний, Богом даний, 
голос! Вічна пам'ять великій постаті української музики! Любив 
Україну, любив українську музику понад усе. 

Я мала велику честь бути присутньою в оперному театрі міста 
Києва на концерті, присвяченому йому з нагоди його 80-го ювілею, 
і біля нього сидіти, розмовляти про стан культури в Україні, про 
його спогади відвідин Чикаго ще за радянських часів, відчути його 
коментарі в час виступів на його честь, коли молоді музиканти 
співали ті пісні які він привів до життя своїм співом. 

Дмитро Павличко, автор слів пісні «Два кольори», представив на 
сцені цю пісню, оркестр почав грати, а молоденький співак (не при- 
гадую прізвища) відспівав цю пісню на сцені, але його голос, хоч 
приємний, не мав тої могутності, яку ми всі чули в голосі славетно- 
го Гнатюка. Дмитро Гнатюк тоді підказав тим, котрі близько нього 
сиділи, що це не так відспівано, як має бути, що ця пісня заслуговує 
собі кращого співу, і раптово встав, побіг на сцену, попросив щоб 
оркестр знов заграв «Два кольори», і тоді несподівано заспівав 
своїм орлиним голосом. Його постять і його голос, навіть на 80-му 
році, потряс весь зал, публіка встала, люди плакали, не було кінця 
оплесків ! - це був момент, який ніколи в житті не забувається! 

Дмитро Гнатюк колись, за радянських часів, приїхав із висту- 
пом до Чикаго i виступав у головних містах США i Канади. Bu- 
ступав в одній з головних залів в центрі міста. Тоді такі концерти 
організував Сол Гурок i його фірма. Члени нашої громади в Чикаго 
зорганізували прийом після концерту в центрі міста, люди його за- 
прошували до свої будинків, а кадебісти стежили за ним 1 за всіма 
людьми («зрадниками Родіни»!). Але люди в діаспорі хотіли дотор- 
кнутись до співака з України, бо це був єдиний контакт із материком. 

У людей проникливі емоції та почуття, сльози, відчуття зближен- 
ня з землею, з якої виїхали в час війни, а для нього також - контакт 
з братами i сестрами з поза «залізної завіси». Кожний розумів про 

політичну ситуацію, про заборони, але й також і про трагедію роз- 
лучення з родинами, і про втрату контакту з рідною землею. Ми не 
думали тоді, що розпадеться Радянський Союз. Тоді це було так, як 
би доторкнутись до святої української землі, до якої не можна по- 
вернутися, і з якої найближчі родичі і друзі не можуть пробитись 
крізь кордон. Люди боялися писати листи до рідних, бо не хотіли їм 
лиха. Такі спомини з молодих років ніколи не забуваються. Дмитро 
Гнатюк про цей момент і мені згадав під час його ювілею. 

На концерті, присвяченому йому, були присутні і президент, і голо- 
ва Верховної Ради, і всі головні постаті культури України. Це не був 
вимушений концерт-ювілей, відчувалася позитивна мистецька аура 
поваги 1 бажання поклонитися співаку, який поширював українську 
пісню у важкі часи на високому світовому рівні. 

Вічна пам'ять! Подяка за ті пісні, які у серці кожного українця і 
в Україні, 1 по всьому світу. Як довго будуть ці пісні, так довго буде 
Україна, 

Вічний уклін великому українському співаку! 


Марта Фаріон - президент Києво-Могилянської фундації Америки 
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Управа УМТА, з ліва на право: Орися Олійник, Ксеня Федина, Ірина Шмігельська, Люба Бойко-Белл 
Марія Дитиняк, Ксеня Мариняк, Галина Котович, Ірина Тарнавська 


Відбулися загальні збори УМТА 


Люба Бойко-Белл, Голова, УМТА 

В суботу, 12-го березня, 2016 відбулися загальні 
збори Українського Музичного Товариства Аль- 
берти. 

Щоби ознайомити громаду про працю УМТА за 
2015 рік, подаю ці інформації: 

Відбулися сходини Управи 9 разів, а загальні 
збори 18-го квітня, 2015 року. Ми вдячні тим, котрі 
записалися до нашого товариства. 

Наша діяльність: 

- Концерт коляд - неділя, 25-го січня відбувся в 
українській православній катедрі св. Івана, гости- 
ла українська православна Церква Канади Західна 
Єпархія. При дверях зібрано $3920 на ‘Orphanage 
Project in Ukraine c/o Western Eparchy’, сиротин- 
цям в Україні. 

- Шевченківський концерт - "Тарас Шевченко: 
інспірація для світу? - неділя, 15-го березня - pa- 
зом із Конгресом Українців Канади, едмонтонсь- 
кий відділ. 

- Концерт юних талантів української музики - 
неділя, 3-го травня - було 25 виконавців. 

- Семінар українських хорових диригентів — 
7-го до 16-го серпня - в Інституті св. Івана. Го- 
ловний інструктор Лаврентій Івашко з Оттави, а 
також викладали Ірина Шмігельська, Єлисавета 
Лісова-Андерсон і Ірина Тарнавська з Едмонто- 
ну. Акомпаністки Ірина Тарнавська, Галина Ла- 
зурко. Успішно закінчили семінар 6 учасників 
з Австралії, Америки, Манітоби й Альберти. 
Зорганізували семінарний хор, 19 хористів. На 
закінчення семінару відбувся концерт в Інституті 
св. Івана. Велику подяку за фінансову допомогу: 
Ukraine Millennium Foundation, Ukrainian Com- 
memorative Society of Alberta, Shevchenko Foun- 
dation, Ukrainian Benevolent Society of Edmonton, 
Ukrainian Dnipro Choir of Edmonton, League of 
Ukrainian Canadians, St. John’s Institute, Verkhovyna 
Ukrainian Song & Dance Ensemble. The budget was 
around $47,000. Michael Bell oversaw the budget and 
the finances for this project. 

Про цьогорічні імпрези писали Марія Дитиняк, 
Галина Котович, Богдана Степаненко-Липовик, 
Орися Олійник. Я електронно посилаю статті/ 


рецензії із знимками до газет: Українські Вісті, 
Новий Шлях, Гомін України, Свобода, Вісник. 
Марко Левицький, редактор Українських Вістей, 
бере знимки підчас наших імпрез і робить для нас 
диск. 

Реклямуємо листами, афішами, по церквах, 
електронно, в календарі провінційної ради, 
FORUMTY, Контакт, World FM. 

Імпрези нашого Музичного Товариства успішні, 
і ми повинні бути задоволені нашою працею в 
українській громаді 1 гордитися нашими успіхами. 
Наша Управа: Ірина Тарнавська - заступник го- 
лови, Галина Котович - писар, Ксеня Федина - 
скарбник, Ксеня Мариняк - архівар, Марія Дити- 
няк - член Управи, Орися Олійник - член Управи, 
Грина Шмігельська - член Управи. Ми дуже вдячні 
усім, хто помагає в будь який спосіб. 

Пляни на 2016 р. 

- "Концерт коляд! - неділя 24-січня - 
відбувся 

- "Шевченківський концерт - "Тарас Шевченко 
— 125 років у Канаді" - неділя, 13-го березня -вже 
відбувся 

- "Концерт юних талантів української музики" 
п'ятниця, 6-го травня 

- "Кафе Івасюк" (естрадна музика) - 28-го жов- 
THA 

Пляни на 2017 р. 

- "Концерт коляд! - січень 
православній катедрі св. Івана 

- "Концерт юних талантів української музики" 
неділя, 5-го березня 

- "Шевченківський концерт" - неділя, 12-го бе- 
резня 

- Семінар українських хорових диригентів 
літом 

Будемо також дальше працювати, щоб відбувся 
концерт, ораторіо - "Золоті жнива" - проєкт 
Лаврентія Івашка, з нагоди 125 ліття поселення 
українців у Канаді. 

Запрошуємо любителів української музики 
вступити до нашого товариства. Напевно маєте 
добрі вартісні думки. Вкладка 510 на рік, 515 від 
хорів. 


вже 


в українській 


Екс-мера з Луганщини засудили 
за сепаратизм - СБУ 


(Радіо Свобода) -В СБУ повідомляють про засуд- 
ження колишнього міського голови міста Золотого 
Луганської області Володимира Кочевенка до двох 
років ув'язнення за звинуваченнями у сепаратизмі. 

«Згідно з частиною 2 статті 110 Кримінального 
кодексу України, екс-посадовець відповідав перед 
законом за організацію у місті 11 травня 2014 року 
так званого «референдуму» щодо підтримки акту 
про створення «ЛНР», - мовиться у повідомленні 
СБУ, опублікованому 10 травня. 

«Підчасокупації Золотого терористичними угру- 
пованнями мер активно підтримував і впроваджу- 
вав фейкові ідеї «русского міра». Після звільнення 
міста силами антитерористичної операції міський 
голова втік з Луганшини. Співробітники Служби 
безпеки України встановили місце перебування 
чиновника-сепаратиста та затримали у Маріуполі 


в травні минулого року. У ході слідства було до- 
ведено вчинення міським головою Золотого зло- 
чину проти основи національної безпеки держа- 
ви - посягання на її територіальну цілісність 1 
недоторканність», - зазначили в СБУ. 

У травні 2014 року сепаратисти підтримуваних 
Росією сепаратистських збройних угруповань 
«ДНР» та «ЛНР» провели на захопленій території 
так звані «референдуми» щодо «відокремлення 
від України», які ніхто не визнав. 

Бойові дії на Донбасі тривають від квітні 2014 
року. За we час, за даними OOH, там загинуло 
близько 10 тисяч людей. 

Україна і Захід звинувачують Росію у підтримці 
проросійських сепаратистів на Донбасі. Москва ці 
звинувачення відкидає, заявляючи, що на Донбасі 
немає російських військових, але є «добровольці». 


"ТЕ 
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Adriana Luhovy’s documentary 
“Recovery Room” in production 


(MML Inc.)—Adriana Luhovy 
is currently working on a feature 
documentary film, tentatively titled 
“Recovery Room”, for which she is 
director and cameraperson. 

The documentary deals with the 
current war in Eastern Ukraine 
and the diaspora’s response on a 
humanitarian level. It is based on 
interviews, unique archival foot- 


. age, contributing to a better under- 


standing of the war, its effect on the 
young men and women fighting, 
and why/how Ukrainians across 
Canada are providing humanitarian 
assistance. It follows the journey 
of the patients and medical teams, 
both Canadian and Ukrainian, over 
the course of two medical missions. 
It captures the close interaction be- 
tween them. 

The documentary exposes the 
human stories of many of the 
Ukrainian patients conveying what 
they have gone through before, 
during and after their significant 
psychological and physical trauma, 
put in context of the war. 

Filming of the documentary first 
began when Adriana was invited 
by the Canada-Ukraine Founda- 
tion to join the team of the Can- 
adian Medical Mission to Ukraine 
in May 2015 as photographer of 
the Mission. During this time she 
noticed news channels would come 
and go but not capture the real 
depth of all that was occurring. Ad- 
riana began to film and interview, 
as well as continue to photograph. 
As she states, “It was important to 
document the work of the doctors 
and patients, record the stories and 
emotions, ensuring this was not 
forgotten. The war, its destruction 
and its impact on society is told. І 
believe the film will propel discus- 
sions on topics of human rights, 
freedom, justice, independence, 
sacrifice, and Ukrainian history.” 
The documentary is being рго- 
duced and edited by Yurij Luhovy. 

Adriana further continues, “I was 
privileged to be in the Kyiv Main 
Military Clinical Hospital operat- 
ing rooms every day for two Med- 
ical Missions, close to everything 
that happened. The injured soldiers 
were from all over Ukraine — from 
Lviv to Luhansk. Some were still 
recovering from injuries on the 
Maidan during the revolution. I 
was also granted special permis- 
sion to stay and continue my work 


Deputy economy minister says she 
was attacked outside Kyiv 


By Josh Kovensky, Aviv Posr 

Deputy Economy Minister Yulia 
Klymenko says she was attacked in 
Регеуазіау, 95 kilometers south of 
Kyiy, on May 6. 

Two men attacked and beat Dep- 
uty Economy Minister Yulia Kly- 
menko along with her family, Kly- 
menko wrote in a Facebook post. 
Meanwhile, the suspected attacker 
denied her account of the events. 

Klymenko said that the beat- 
ing occurred in the parking lot 
of the Artak Hotel on May 6 in 
Pereyaslav, a scenic town 95 kilo- 
Meters south of Kyiv. 

According to the Facebook post, 
Klymenko was driving around the 
area with her husband and children, 
when they got lost and drove into 
the Artak’s parking lot in order to 
tum around. 

From there, Klymenko wrote, 


й 


Dr. Oleh Antonyshyn, craniofacial surgeon, with film Director Adriana 
Luhovy in the Kyiv Main Military Clinical hospital operating room. 


conducting interviews and filming 
at the Kyiv Main Military Hospital 
even after the Canadian medical 
team returned to Canada, having 
gained complete trust of the sol- 
diers and medical teams. These 
unigue interviews form the story. 
“lam most grateful to Victor Het- 
manezuk, Krystina Waler, Dr. Oleh 
Antonyshyn, Dr. Ihor Fedirko and 
many more for the opportunity to 
be with them.” In February, Adriana 
visited the soldiers and staff during 
the fourth Medical Mission in Kyiv 
as a follow up, receiving additional 
materials for the documentary. 

Adriana’s photographs have been 
published in Maclean’s Magazine, 
the Toronto Star, Le Devoir, Forbes 
Magazine, Radio Free Europe/ 
Radio Free Liberty on line, Kyiv 
Post, Euromaidan Press, Ukrainian 
News, other Ukrainian Canadian 
papers and many others. She cre- 
ated a web site to support 11-year 
old Mykola Nyzhnykovskyi, the 
victim of a horrific undetonated- 
grenade explosion, who is cur- 
rently being treated at Montreal’s 
Shriner’s Hospital. She also de- 
signed Canada Ukraine Foundation 
(CUF)’s Medical Mission logo, 
branding materials, certificates, as 
well as the Help Us Help The Chil- 
dren’s web site. 


a Nissan Patrol drove into the lot, 
blocking the two cars. 

Afier waiting for less than a 
minute, Klymenko said, one of 
the men in the car began to honk 
loudly, before “flying out of his car 
and beginning to push and beat my 
son through the car’s open window, 
screaming obscenities and threats.” 

Klymenko, her husband, and son 
then left the car, she said. The Nis- 
san’s second passenger then got 
out, and began to “actively join in 
the beating.” 

“I want to describe the results.” 
Klymenko wrote, “my blue-vio- 
let-green right arm with bnuises, 
shredded clothes, my husband’s 
broken nose, numerous scrapes, 
bumps, and bruises on my son’s 
head. whose head was beaten on 
the concrete curb, a bruised shoul- 
der, numerous black eyes, scratch- 


Adriana was working as Ukrain- 
ian program coordinator in New 
York City for “Advancing Human 
Rights” prior to joining CUF’s 
medical mission, working on high 
profile human rights abuse cases, 
including the plight of Nadiya 
Savchenko. She is a graduate of 
Montreal’s Concordia University 
in Communications Studies, of 
Vancouver Film School in Digital 
Design and of New York School 
of Visual Arts in Design for Social 
Change. She attended the Univer- 
sity of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy 
summer school and the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic University in Lviv. 
As main camera operator for the 
award—winning feature documen- 
tary Genocide Revealed, her work 
on historical documentaries began. 

For over ten months, filming the 
documentary “Recovery Room” 
had no financial support, but Adri- 
ana continued. Documentary films 
are critical to help ensure our his- 
tory is recorded and furthers public 
awareness. 

For further information or to 
help support the project, see www. 
adrianaluhovy.com or call 514 481 
5871. This documentary, an educa- 
tional film project, is endorsed by 
UCC-Montreal/Quebec Provincial 
Council. 


es and cuts along the whole body, 
and also the psychological trauma 
of the young kids, who witnessed it 
all.” 

Klymenko pointed the finger 
at the owner of the Artak hotel, 
though she wouldn’t name him. 
According to the deputy minis- 
ter, the Nissan belonged to a hotel 
owner, who instigated the attack. 

She added that she spent five 
hours at the local police station, 
and that a criminal investigation 
had been opened into who led the 


attack. 
Speaking to the Kyiv Post, 
Регеуазіау resident Atom Av- 


dalyan who owns the hotel denied 
attacking _Klymenko or her family 
members. He said the conflict was 
provoked by Klymenko’s son, who 
“began to scream and curse” at 
him. 
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Gene Zwozdesky holds a photo of Ukraine Ruslana, а pianist, 
symphony conductor, former MP and Eurovision Song Contest winner 
who has accepted an invite to perform, serve as Кеу-поге speaker and 
education presenter during celebrations in August to mark Ukraine’ 


25th anniversary of its independence. 


Edmontonians will kick 
up their heels to mark 


25 years of Ukraine 
independence 


By Nick Lees, Edmonton Journal, May 8, 2016 


Edmontonians are being invited to dance their way into the Guinness 
World Records to mark Ukraine’s 25th anniversary of its declaration of 


independence. 


“We hope many thousands will join the Arkan line dance during 
celebrations in Churchill Square the last week in August,” says Gene 
Zwozdesky, the former Alberta legislature Speaker and now executive 


producer of Edmonton’s Sviato 25 ceremonies. 


“Ukraine’s Ruslana Lyzhychko, 42, a World Music Award and 
Eurovision Song Contest winner, has accepted our invitation to become 
a guest performer, keynote speaker and education presenter during three 


days of celebrations.” 


Ruslana, as she is known as a performer, is a former MP, a pianist, 
a symphony conductor; a UNICEF goodwill ambassador and has been 
included in Forbes magazine’s top 10 most influential women in the 


world. 


“During Euromaidan, the civil 2013/14 protests in Kyiv’s Independence 
Square calling for closer European ties and the removal of restrictions 
on freedom of speech, Ruslana spent 100 days and 100 nights making 
inspirational speeches and entertaining the crowd. For 100 days and 100 
nights she sang Ukraine’s national anthem at the beginning of every hour 


on the hour, night and day.” 


Zwozdesky said that “for her extraordinary courage, commitment 


and dedication, Ruslana was honoured with the International Woman of 
Courage Award, presented to her by U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama at 
the 2014 Women in the World Summit in New York.” 


Zwozdesky said he can’t think of a better person to invite to lead the 


Arkan, a popular dance of the Ukrainian Hutsul people from southwestern 


Ukraine. Dancers place their arms on the shoulders of those on either 


side of them and step the right foot to the side followed by the left foot 
behind. 


“After the left foot crosses behind, the right foot steps to the side 


again and the left foot is hopped in front of the dancer with a bent knee,” 
Zwozdesky said. 


The former politician should know. He danced with Shumka for six 


conducting for 25 years. 


years before becoming the troupe’s musical director, composing and 


He also served in the same role for the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance 


Company. Both companies will perform during the Independence 
celebration with six other dance groups. Eight choirs and eight musical 
ensembles will also perform. 


Zwozdesky isn’t worried about managing so many artists. He invited 


experienced Darka Tamawsky and Roman Brytan to become co- 
producers. 


“Back in the day, before my more than two decades in politics, I also 


produced many shows and brought in big-name acts such as Ian Tyson, 
Tom Cochrane, the Irish Rovers, Luba and К.4. Jang,” he said. 


“There are some 200,000 people of Ukrainian descent in the Edmonton 


area. And they all have friends who know how important it is to show 
our support for Ukraine’s independence and that of some of her nervous 
neighbours.” 
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Buryn appointed Eparchial 
Communications Coordinator 


(UkrNews)}—Bishop David 
(Motiuk), Ukrainian Catholic Ep- 
arch of Edmonton has announced 
the appointment of Jayne Buryn 
as*Eparchial Communications Co- 
ordinator. 

Jayne is a parishioner of Saint 
Nicholas Parish and Edmonton; 
she currently chairs the Eparchial 
Pastoral Council. 

Jayne’s responsibilities will be 
three-fold: 

1) Report on various eparchial 
events, or oversee the report of 
such events; 

2) Implement the eparchial com- 
munication strategy; and 

3) Advise on how best to tell the 
story of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. 

Her first “assignment” has been 
to report on the missionary activ- 
ity of the Melkite Greek-Catholic 
Church in Alberta. The Ukrainian 
Catholic Parishes of Dormition 
of the Most Holy Mother of God, 
Edmonton, and Saint Stephen Par- 
ish, Calgary, host two new Melkite 
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Jayne Buryn 

related to the opening of the new 
Dormition of the Most Holy Moth- 
er of God Parish, Grande Prairie. 

The Eparchial Pastoral Council 
has been developing a communi- 
cation strategy for the Eparchy of 
Edmonton as part of the implemen- 


missions, respectively. Jayne is 


also currently working on articles tation of its 25 Year Pastoral Plan. 


Grenades found in Odesa on 
anniversary of deadly clash 


(RFE/RL)—Police in Ukraine’s Black Sea port city of Odesa say they 
found three hand grenades on May 2 ahead of a commemoration cere- 
mony for the 48 people who were killed in a 2014 clash between pro- 
Ukrainian and pro-Russian demonstrators. 

Odesa city police said the grenades were found in an underpass near 
Kulikovo field and the Trade Unions building, where 48 people were 
killed in the May 2, 2014, clashes. 

Police say they received an anonymous phone call earlier on May 2 in 
which the caller warned that the area had been mined. 

The Odesa regional police chief, Giorgi Lortkipanidze, said about 
3,000 police officers were at the site checking the area after the grenades 
were discovered. 

Later, more than 500 people bearing flowers and banners with pictures 
of the victims massed outside metal detectors set up around the Odesa 
square where the clashes took place in 2014. 

They eventually released black balloons and white doves after it be- 
came clear the police would not let them approach the Trade Unions 
building. 

Twenty residents of Odesa are currently on trial for their alleged in- 
volvement in the 2014 clash, which led to the deaths of six people on the 
streets and an inferno at the Trade Union where 42 Kremlin supporters 
died, 
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The Field Research Team. 


Sanctuary project documents 600 
endangered Ukrainian churches 


(CIUS)—The Sanctuary pro- 
ject, led by Modern Languages 
& Cultural Studies professor and 
Kule Chair of Ukrainian Ethnog- 
raphy Natalie Kononenko, has 
now documented nearly 600 en- 
dangered Ukrainian churches and 
their contents in the Canadian 
prairies. 

Kononenko and her team spent 
the month of June 2015 in eastern 
and southeastern Saskatchewan do- 
ing fieldwork. 

Their itinerary included over 40 


churches, and they interviewed 
families of leading icon paint- 
ers. Since returning to Edmonton, 
the team has been working on the 
digital asset management system 
that will house the audio-visual 
materials at the University of Al- 
berta Library’s Peel’s Prairie Prov- 
inces collection. 

Kononenko showcased a demo 
of the system’s visual media com- 
ponent as part of her Sanctuary 
presentation in Saskatoon in early 
2016. A sound file system compon- 


ent is under development, with all 
the audio records from 2015 al- 
ready indexed. The index employs 
the International Ethnographic 
Thesaurus for knowledge organ- 
ization, which Kononenko hopes 
to amend by developing a set of 
Slavic categories that the thesaurus 
currently lacks. 

The Sanctuary project conducts 
fieldwork across the Canadian Prai- 
ries photographing Byzantine rite 
- primarily Ukrainian — churches, 
and their contents. 


Patriarch marks settlement anniversary 


Greeting of His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav 
To Canadians of 
Ukrainian Descent 
Marking the 125th 
Anniversary of 
Ukrainian Settlement 
in Canada 1891 - 2016 


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

On the occasion of the 125th an- 
niversary of Ukrainian settlement 
in Canada І send prayerful greet- 
ings from your ancestral land of 
Ukraine to the over two million 
Canadian citizens of Ukrainian 
descent. This is a time to cele- 
brate God’s many blessings given 
through the vast territory of Can- 
ada to our people who have made 
this new land their home. And we 
rejoice with you, recalling at the 
same time the hardships and strug- 
gles you have endured over these 
many years. 

During the Vesper service of 
Great and Holy Saturday, on the 
eve of the celebration of the resur- 
rection of Our Lord, we sing a 
hymn taken from the Old Testa- 
ment Book of Daniel. It is the 
song of praise of the three Heb- 
rew youths who were thrown into 
the furnace in the foreign land of 
Babylon, but whom God saved for 
their faith and trust. During this 


year of jubilee we join our voices 
with the three youths proclaiming: 
Sing praise to the Lord and exalt 
Him above all forever. Over these 
125 years our people have found 
not only a refuge in Canada, but 
they have prospered and grown, 
becoming respected citizens of this 
land. They have established a new 
life for themselves and their des- 
cendants, which now reach to the 
fifth and sixth generations. 

Indeed, all Ukrainian Canadians 
can sing: Bless the Lord, all you 
works of the Lord. Bless the Lord, 
mountains and hills, and every- 
thing growing from the earth. Bless 
the Lord, you springs, and seas and 
rivers. Bless the Lord, you whales 
and all water creatures. Truly, our 
people have been blessed with the 
fruits of this land. 

In giving thanks to the Lord I call 
upon you at the same time to be 
faithful sons and daughters of both 
your ancestral land and of this new 
land. 

As you sing: Blessed are you, O 
Lord, God of our fathers, praise- 
worthy and exalted above all for- 
ever — remember the people and 
land of Ukraine and pray for their 
deliverance from all economic 
hardship and threat of war. 

As you sing: Bless the Lord, ser- 
vants of the Lord — remember to 
participate and serve in the gov- 
егпапсе and leadership of Canada, 
enjoying a right of citizenship so 
often denied in Ukraine’s history. 


As you sing: Bless the Lord, O 
Israel — remember the elder broth- 
ers of this new land, the First Na- 
tions, whose territories you share, 
and who so often struggle with the 
basic necessities of life. 

As you sing; Bless the Lord, spir- 
its and souls of the just — remem- 
ber the pioneers who have gone 
before you, acknowledging their 
sacrifices for the life you enjoy to- 
day, 

As you sing: Bless the Lord, you 
sons of men — remember to hand 
down to the younger generations 
the legacy of faith, language and 
culture that have been preserved 
for 125 years. 

As you sing: Bless the Lord, 
priests of the Lord remember 
the gift of Christian faith passed on 
for over a thousand years, rooted in 
the Kyivan spiritual heritage. 

As you sing: Bless the Lord holy 
men of humble heart — remember 
all your brothers and sisters that 
share the Canadian land, caring es- 
pecially for the poor, the forgotten, 
the sick and the elderly. 

With you І join in this prayer of 
thanksgiving in gratitude for these 
125 years, by concluding as did the 
three youths mentioned above: Give 
thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 
for his mercy endures forever. 

+ SVIATOSLAV 

Given at the Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Holy Resurrection in Kyiv, 
30 April, 2016, The Holy and Great 
Saturday 
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Petitioners ask Canada to drop 
visa requirements for Ukrainians 


By Olena Savchuk, Kyiv Post 

With the European Parliament 
preparing to vote this summer 
on canceling short-term visas for 
Ukrainian citizens, the Canadian 
government could also consider 
soon whether to lift travel restric- 
tions on Ukrainians. 

Since January, Nicholas Krawetz 
has been promoting a petition to 
the Canadian government to relax 
visa requirements for Ukrainians. 
Krawetz is an analyst on munici- 
pal political issues in Canada and 
a volunteer worker for Winnipeg’s 
Ukrainian community. He is also 
one of 1.3 million Ukrainian-Can- 
adians. 

Petition No. 33, initiated by Kra- 
wetz, calls оп the Canadian gov- 
ernment to grant Ukrainian citizens 
visa-free travel to Canada for visits 
of up to 90 days. 

The petition has so far garnered 
2,365 signatures, with only 500 
valid signatures required for it to 
move on to the next stage in the 
process of consideration. It has 
also received 90 letters of support 
from members of the Canadian 
parliament. Lobbying for the sup- 
port of Canadian legislators, Kra- 
wetz contacted all 338 members of 
Canada’s House of Commons and 
the 105 members of the Senate of 
Canada by email or phone. 

The deadline for collecting sig- 
natures was May 11. After that, the 
Canadian government now has 45 
days to officially respond to the pe- 
tition. 

Krawetz says the visa regime is a 
barrier to business activity between 
Ukraine and Canada as “a permit is 
very difficult to get for a business 
person who wants to come here for 
a week and research possible busi- 
ness opportunities.” By dropping 
this barrier, Ottawa would show it 
was serious about a future free trade 
agreement with Kyiv, Krawetz says. 
Ukraine and Canada finished talks 
on the deal in July 2015, but have 
not yet signed and ratified it. 

“My argument to the Canadian 
government is that if the European 
Union is going to do this, why can’t 
the Canadian government do this 
as well, or at least look at it and 

speak with Ukraine and tell them 
what they have to do in order to 
meet the criteria for Canadian visa 
policies?” Krawetz said in an inter- 
view with the Kyiv Post. 
Meanwhile, Roman Waschuk, 

Canada’s ambassador to Ukraine, 

said in an interview with Ukrainian 

news media on April 8 that Ottawa 


Nicholas Krawetz holds letters from Canadian legislators who back a 
petition on,granting visa-free travel to Ukraine. (Bruce Bumstead/The 
Brandon Sun) 


was planning to follow the U.S. 
example of visa liberalization — 
rather than visa-free travel — and 
would consider issuing 10-year, 
multiple-entry visas. 

“Those who obtain this new visa 
will effectively have a visa free 
travel to our country for 10 years,” 
Waschuk said. 

If Waschuk is correct, the Can- 
adian government has no intention 
at this time of adopting visa-free 
travel for Ukrainians. 

Citizens from 51 countries cur- 
rently enjoy visa-free entry to Can- 
ada. 

Ukrainian companies could 
certainly use the opportunity to 
drum up, business in Canada: In 
the first 11 months of 2015 the 
value Ukraine’s exports to Canada 
dropped by 63.4 percent compared 
to the same period of 2014, to $25.3 
million, while imports increased by 
29.5 percent, to $192 million. The 
countries trade in mineral fuels 
and oils, iron and steel products, 
fish and seafood, pharmaceuticals, 
meat and machinery. 

Ottawa’s decision on visa lib- 
eralization for Ukraine is likely to 
overlap with a vote in the European 
Parliament this summer on whether 
to allow Ukrainians to make short 
visits to the European Union’s 

Schengen zone without visas. 

The European Commission pro- 
posed on April 20 to lift visa re- 
strictions for citizens of Ukraine. 
According to a press release from 
the European Commission, the 
proposal came after the European 


executive body gave a positive 
assessment last December, con- 
firming that Ukraine had met all 
benchmarks under the visa liberal- 
ization action plan. The plan con- 
tained almost 140 requirements, 
including important changes to 
Ukraine’s Labor Code that elim- 
inate discrimination in the work- 
place. ~ 

Under a _ visa-free regime, 
Ukrainian holders of biometric 
passports will be able to make 
short visits (up to 90 days within 
a 180-day period) to Schengen 
zone countries. This will help to 
build “people-to-people contacts 
and strengthen business, social and 
cultural ties between the EU and 
Ukraine,’ EU Commissioner for 
Migration, Home Affairs and Cit- 
izenship Dimitris Avramopoulos 
said. 

Kyiv has been discussing a vi- 
sa-free regime with the EU since 
2008. The European Commission’s 
proposal still needs to receive the 
approval of the European Parlia- 
ment and the European Council. 
According to EU Neighborhood 
Policy and Enlargement Nego- 
tiations Commissioner Johannes 
Hahn, visa restrictions on Ukraine, 
Kosovo and Georgia could be lifted 
this year. 

“Of course, there is finally the 
political assessment, but in terms 
of meeting certain standards, quali- 
fying themselves, they have done 
what is necessary,” Hahn said in 
an interview with Radio Liberty on 
May 3. 


Hackers in Ukraine deface separatist 
websites to mark Victory Day 


By Anna Shamanska 

(RFE/RL)—Pro-Ukrainian 
hackers prepared a Victory Day 
surprise for Russia-backed separa- 
tists in eastern Ukraine on May 9, 
when the hacker groups Falcons 
Flame and Trinity took over nine 
of the militants’ websites. 

They referred to the operation as 
#OpMay9, the date in 1945 when 
Nazi Germany surrendered to the 
Soviet Union. 

The defaced homepages included 
the official website of the separatist 
group Donetsk People’s Repub- 
lic, whose fighters control areas of 
Ukraine’s Donetsk region, on which 
were published videos produced 
by the Ukrainian Institute of Na- 
tional Remembrance in 2015 about 


Ukrainian participation in the defeat 
of Nazism in World War II. 

“Tumed out [to be] symbolic [.] 
9 websites of Russian terrorists on 
May 9 were hacked with deface- 
ment,” a Falcons Flame tweet reads. 

Russia occupied and forcibly an- 
nexed Crimea from Ukraine in ear- 
ly 2014 and has supported armed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine who 
still hold swaths of the Donbas re- 
gion and, like officials in Moscow, 
have rejected the authority of the 
Kyiv government. 

Some of the hacked websites dis- 
played a mock message attributed 
to Aleksandr Zakharchenko, the 
self-proclaimed leader of Donetsk 
separatists, expressing hope that 
this year’s Victory Day “will be 


over the Russo-fascist regime.” 

It added: “We believe that...Don- 
bas will return to a peaceful life 
as a part of Ukraine to free from 
Kremlin oppression.” 

Hackers shared exclusive infor- 
mation and videos with InformNa- 
palm, a Ukraine-based network of 
volunteer journalists and transla- 
tors, shortly after the attack. One 
of the videos features proof that 
at least for some time the targeted 
websites were defaced: 

Four of the hacked websites be- 
long to elements of the militant 
umbrella group Donetsk People’s 
Republic. Their homepage was 
subsequently unavailable, although 
it was renamed “Never Agam!” in 
Ukrainian (“Nikoly Znovu!”). 
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Putin’s chief 
biker fails Soviet 
history class 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—For years now, the criticism that the West is trying to “re- 
vise” the history of World War П has been a steady mantra from support- 
ers of Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

And many in the West do not fully appreciate the enormous sacrifices 
of the Soviet people — who lost an estimated 20 million lives — to the 
defeat of Adolf Hitler’s Germany. 

But on May І, during a clutch with journalists in the Belarusian city of 
Brest, it was the turn of Aleksandr Zaldostanoy, the leader of the notori- 
ous pro-Putin Night Wolves motorcycle club, to indulge in some signifi- 
cant historical revisionism. 

A reporter from the independent Belsat asked Zaldostanoyv to comment 
on the fact that in the early days of the war, Stalin’s Soviet Union and 
Hitler’s Germany were allies. 

“The U.S.S.R. sided with Hitler!” Zaldostanoy replied in astonish- 
ment. “You see how messed up this guy is. Here is a clear example of the 
mess in some people’s heads. The U.S.S.R. sided with Hitler, he’s telling 
me. Either he is insane or he’s trolling. What else can I say?” 

A few seconds later, he pushed the persistent reporter aside and moved 
on to the next question. 

Ironically, the incident happened in the city of Brest, which in 1939 
was in Poland — and formed part of the border between the Soviet Union 
and Nazi Germany that was agreed as part of the secret protocol to the 
infamous Molotoy-Ribbentrop Pact. Nazi Germany invaded Poland from 
the West on September 1, 1939, and the Soviet Union invaded from the 
east on September 17. 

Just a few days later, Poland was all but finished militarily, and the two 
invading armies held a joint military parade in Brest on September 22, 
1939, in a dark parallel to the more famous meeting toward the end of the 
war of Soviet and American troops on Germany’s Elbe River on April 25, 
1945, 

The joint parade was just the most visible moment in a long period 
of military and economic cooperation between Germany and the Soviet 
Union that stretched back to the 1920s and only ended with the Nazi in- 
vasion of the Soviet Union on June 21, 1941. 

Both countries were aggrieved by the peace settlements that ended 
World War I and sought to undermine them. 

According to British historian John Erickson in his 2001 book The 
Soviet High Command, Soviet diplomats approached their German 
counterparts about partitioning Poland several times in the 1920s. 


Although Germany was forbidden by the Versailles Treaty from hay- Й 


ing an air force, the Junkers firm created a factory outside Moscow and 
Luftwaffe pilots trained near Lipetsk. The Germans practiced the blitz- 
krieg at a tank school in Kazan and produced banned chemical weapons 
in Samara Oblast. German submarines hid from Versailles inspectors at a 
base near Murmansk. 

However, Stalin’s most fateful involvement in Germany in the 1920s 
was political. He stubbornly banned the Soviet-controlled Communist 
Party of Germany from cooperating in any way with the leftist Social- 
Democratic Party, a policy that helped pave the way for Hitler. 

Relations slowed considerably after Hitler’s rise to power, mostly be- 
cause of Hitler’s avowed anticommunism and anti-Slavie racism. The 
1930s were a difficult time in European international relations, with all 
countries struggling to boost their security in a growing atmosphere of 
mutual mistrust. Numerous bids at various collective-security arrange- 
ments failed, as did the West’s de facto policy of appeasing Hitler. 

In the summer of 1939, Stalin entered into talks with Germany that 
resulted in the Molotoy-Ribbentrop Pact in August of that year. This was 
accompanied at almost the same time by the German-Soviet Commercial 
Agreement, under which the Soviet Union agreed to provide massive 
amounts of raw materials to Hitler’s regime. 

Under the secret protocols to the nonaggression pact, the two countries 
agreed to divide up Central Europe, with the Soviet Union taking eastern 
Poland, the three Baltic states, and the Romanian region of Bessarabia. 
Until the 1990s, the Soviet (and, later, Russian) government denied the 
very existence of the secret Molotoy-Ribbentrop protocols. 

One week after the signing, Hitler invaded Poland. Two weeks later, 
the Soviet Union followed suit. In late September and early October, the 
Soviet Union occupied the Baltic states. In October 1940, Germany and 
the Soviet Union briefly negotiated a draft treaty under which the Soviet 
Union would join Germany, Japan, and Italy as an Axis power. By that 
time. however, Hitler had already made up his mind to invade the Soviet 
Union, so those talks came to nothing. 

The biker Zaldostanov’s ignorance — feigned or not — of the Soviet 
Union’s cooperatio.. with Hitler’s Germany and their joint invasion of 
Poland in 1939 found a more alarming echo the previous week in а com- 
ment by Russian General Aleksandr Kinilin, an aide to Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu, on Russian radio. 

Criticizing the Polish government’s policies on Soviet war memorials, 
Kirilin said “it is not appropriate for a European state that was occupied 
by Nazi Germany and could not get rid of the Nazi occupation if not for 
the Soviet Union’s help.” =: 

“Attempts are being made to plant the idea in our minds that we in- 
vaded them,” he concluded. 
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Ukraine acusses 


Russia-backed 
terrorists of 
breaking Easter 
cease-fire 


(RFE/RL)—One Ukrainian soldier has 
been killed and several troops wounded in 
Ukraine’s east, the Ukrainian government 
said on May І 

Both Russia-backed and 
Kyiv’s forces in eastern Ukraine agreed to 


separatists 


observe a cease-fire with the start of the 
Orthodox Easter and May Day holidays. 
The cease-fire was supposed to go into 
effect at midnight on April 30. 
Oleksandr Motuzyanyk, 
for Ukraine’s operation in the east, said 


a spokesman 


that separatists shelled the army’s positions 
overnight at several locations, including the 
suburbs of Donetsk. 

The separatist mouthpiece Donetsk News 
Agency reported shelling by government 
forces prior to the midnight deadline. 

The two-year war has now killed more 
than 9,300 people as the sides trade blame 
for violating the truce. 
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People spray water on one another as they celebrate Clean Monday (or Wet Monday) in Lviv on May 2. This tradition was practised in 
Canada some years ago, but has been discontinued.(AFP/Yuriy Dyachyshyn) 
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